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̡ · RaymondAron 1905-1983  

ɼL'argentpeut acheterbeaucoupde choses,mais il ne peut pasacheterl'histoire.

Un paysqui vendsonhistoire,ou qui permetqu'ellesoit achetée,estun payssansâme.ò

̢ ̡
̢ éé.

The renownedFrenchthinker and masterof sociology,RaymondAron (1905ï1983), onceremarked

whendiscussingnationalsovereigntyandhistoricalculture: ñL'argentpeutacheterbeaucoupdechoses,

maisil ne peutpasacheterl'histoire. Un paysqui vendsonhistoire,ou qui permetqu'ellesoit achetée,

estun payssansâme.ò(Money canbuy manythings,but it cannotbuy history. A countrythat sells its

history,or allowsits historyto bebought,is a countrywithout a soul.) ...

ϜϰϺοͭ ͩ ͦ́Θ ͭ ͦΐ́ΙϳΪϩϺϾΨϴϺ RaymondAron 1905ï

1983 ̡ͮ ͧ Π ͗͞ ̡͊ͣͥ ͭΖͪͅ ̢͢͞ɼL'argent peut acheter

beaucoupdechoses,maisil nepeutpasacheterl'histoire. Un paysqui vendsonhistoire,ou qui permet

qu'elle soit achetée,est un payssansâme.ò ̪ ͮ ͎ͭΐͭΠ ͒ͧ͋ͦ͌ͅΙ̡͋ Π
̢͒ͧͮͦ͌ͩ̓ͅ Ηͭ Π Θ ̡͖́Ἰͮ ͋ ͦ ΝΚΙ͒ͧΠ ͘ ̡ͮ
ͭͩ̓ ͦ́Ι̢̫ éé

.
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The completedappearanceof the Chureito (Loyal Souls Tower) shown in the image is reconstructedbasedon the

original designblueprintsfrom that era. The Hong Kong Military Governmentruled Hong Kong with the postureof a

newcolonist,evendreamingof an authoritarianrule over Hong Kong that would last for generationswhile promoting

Imperialcultureandeducation. Little did theyexpectthattheir reignwould lastonly threeyearsandeightmonths.

ͪ ͔Κͥ̓Ι ͭ ̡ͮ ͭ ͪ ͤ̓ͥ ͔Κ͞ΐͭͦ́Ι̢ ͮ
ͩ͞ ͖ͧͥͭ ͦ Π ̡͖ Π ͖ͩ͋Η̡ Π ͪΐΝͥ͢͞
ͪ ͘Ι͒ͧΠ ̢̡͖͖ͥ̓͊ͭ͜͞ ͋Ν͙͊3 8Ͻ ͦ ΝΙ̡ͧͮ Ηΐ ͖ͪͥ͟

̢̓ͩ͊͢͞



1947 80 ̢
̢ ̢

The Chureito(Loyal SoulsTower) on Mount Cameronin Hong Kong, whoseincompletehalf-built tower structurewas

demolishedby explosivesin 1947, hadits original foundationfully preservedintact for aslong as80 years. It servedasa

historicalsymbolof thethreeyearsandeightmonthsof theJapaneseoccupationof HongKong. Today,it hascompletely

vanished. 

ͭγϪϨϴϺ ͪ ͥΗΚ͞ ̡ͮ1947 ͪ ͭΊΊ ͯΊͦ ΗΚ͞ ͋
͔ΚΊ̡͖͋͞ ͭ ͮ80 ΐͭ ̡ ͭ ͦ ͔Κͥ̓Ί̢͖͜͞Κ̡ͮ ͋ ͪ

͔Κ̪ͥ̓͞ Ͻ 3 8Ͻ ̫ͭ ͧͩͥ̓͢Ί̡͖͋͞ ͦͮ ͪ Π ͖ͥ̓
Ί̢͘
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In thepast,thebaseof theChureitocouldbeseenfrom afar throughthetreetops; looking at theexactsamespot

now, thesceneis completelyempty.

͊ͣͥͮ ̤ͭ ͊Η ͎ͪ ͭ Π Ύ̡͒ͧ͋ͦ͌͋͞ ͗ Π ͑Ι̡ͧ͒͜
ͮ ͪ ͢Ήͪͩͥ̓͢Ι̢
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After completingthis specialfeatureon thestudyof HongKong architectureduring the Japaneseoccupationperiodstead,it

leavesbehindanindescribablefeelingof absurdityandsorrow. 

The greatestirony of history is often not the tragediesof the past,but how the living treat the remnantsof thosetragedies

today. 

Looking at HongKong now, thestageis crowdedwith numerousred-cappedtycoonsandpoliticiansshouting"patriotism"at

thetop of their lungs. Yet, strippingawaythatgrandexteriorrevealsnothingbut a crowdof opportunistic,calculatingfence-

sitters. In late July 2025, whenthe "CenotaphFoundation"on Mount Cameronðthe mostcentralandirreplaceablecultural

relic of World War II in Hong Kongðwascompletelydemolished,its granitefacadestrippedaway,leavingonly a barren

mound,these"patriots" who usuallyspouthistoricalrighteousnessfell into a telling silence. "Fortunately,somegroupsfrom

the 'whatever-bureau'ðwith monthly salariesrangingfrom HKD $83,977 to $122,043ðpreviouslycameforward to 'speak

up for justice'." By declaringthat the siteheld "no historicalvalue," theygreen-lit theprojectundertheguiseof "procedural

justice,"makingeverythinglegal,reasonable,andcompliant!

In this gamblebetweenhistoryandcapital,developerspaid a staggeringHKD 5 billion to successfullybid for andclearthe

land. Following this is a luxury residentialsalesplan set to rise directly uponthe remainsof a site of historicalblood and

tears. In the face of a massive5-billion-dollar commercialinterest,the high-profile rhetoric of cultural preservationand

historical dignity usually paradedaroundwas instantly trampledinto worthlessness. They choseto kneel before capital,

allowing thephysicalhistoryof the"threeyearsandeightmonths"to vanishentirely from HongKong'smap,all to clearthe

harborview for futuremulti-millionaires. 

What is evenmoreironical is that this very groupof cleverindividualsðwho stoodby asthe relic wasdestroyedto caterto

developersðsubsequentlyassumeda sanctimoniouspose. They requestedthe returnof the decayedwood, rustediron, and

brokenstonesburiedbeneaththe foundationfor over 80 years,solemnlyproclaimingthey would placethemin museumsto

"promotepatrioticeducation." Is this truepatriotism,or just a political show? 

If thephysicalarchitecturalevidenceof theJapaneseinvasionof Chinacanbecasuallyerased,andif anauthentichistorical

sitecanmakeway for a 5-billion-dollar luxury housingproject,how muchcredibility doesso-called"historyeducation"have

left? When the "soul" of history evaporatesunder the dual pressuresof capital and power, what remainsis nothing but

"historicalcosmetics"ðspinelessandopento anymanipulation. 

History will rememberthis day. It will remembernot only theleveledmound,but alsothefacesof thosewho stayedsilentor

evendefendedthemovein the faceof a 5-billion-dollar profit. This city, in theend,still placestherulesof realestateabove

thedignity of history. 

When the Soulof History Succumbsto RuthlessReal EstateRules 
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ͭ ͉ͪ͐Ι ͪ ͘Ι͒ͭ Π ̡͇ͥ ͪ Η͍͋ ΚΙ̢͒ͧͮͩ͊͢͞Ύ͖
Λ̡ ͖ͪ͋̓͞ ͔ͧ ͋ ͖͎ͥ̓ͭΠ ͗ͥ̓Ι̢

͉ͪ͐Ι ͭ ̡ͧͮ ̤͖ͪͥ ͪ ͌͞ ͭ͜ΐ̡͎ͭͦͮͩ̓ΊΠ ͌Ι ͋ͭ͜
ͭ Πͨͅ ͊ͧ̓ͅͅ ͪ́Ι̢

ͭ Π ̡͚ͯ ͭ ̪ͮ ̫Π ͪ ͽ ͭ Β ͦ͞͠ Κ͇͊ͥ̓͢Ι̢͖͊
̡͖ͭ͜ ͩ Π ͍ Κ̡ͯ Ηͭ ͮ ͌Π Ό̡ ͪ ͐ ΚΙ ͭ Κ͍ͪ͘
̢ͩ̓2025 7 ̡ ͉ͪ͐Ι ͭ ΐ ͦ́Θ̡ ͩ ͦ́Ι

ϥάϺώϾγϪϨϴϺ ̪ͭ ̫͋ ͪ ͔Κ̡ ͭ ͋ Θ ΗΚͥͭ͟͞
ͧ ̢͖͒ͭ͞ ̡ ͮ ͭ Π ΅ ͥΙ̪ ̡̫ͮ͞͠ ͪ ͩ ͪ ̢ͭ͢͟͞
̡̓ͩ͒ͧͪ ͋83, 977̳ 122, 043 ϐϲͪΐ Ι̬ ͧ͊ ̭ͧ̓͢͞ ̡͋

Ν͕Ν͕ ̬ͥ͌ͥ ͭ͞Ώͪ Π ̭͎͑ͥΚ̢͉͊͑͟͜͞ΚͪΖ̪ͥ͢ ͌ͭ ̫ͧ̓ͅ ͭ
ΐͧͦκϿλΪϺ͋ ͔Κ̡͘΅ͥ͋ Ͼ Ͼ ͪ ͔Κͭͦ́͞Ι̢

ͧ ͭδϪϺϝϲ̡͉ͪ̓ͥ ͮ50 ϐϲͧ̓ͅ ͭ Π ͥ͢ Π ̡͖
̢͖ͪͭ͜͞ ͪ ̡͎ͭͮ ͭ ͧ ͭ ͪ͜ͺ͇ ̡ͣοϿϘϿ ͭ ͦ́Ι̢50

ϐϲͧ̓ͅ ͩ ͭ ̡ͦͮ ͪ ͯΚΙ Β ͭ ̡ͩͨ ͖ͪͥ Όͪ͗
ΗΚ̡ ͩΐͭͧ ̢͘ Ηͮ ͪ ͎͒ͧΠ ͺ̡̪3 8Ͻ ̫ͭ ͊ͫ Π ͭ ͊Η
ͪ ͖ Ι͒ͧΠ ̢͖͞ ͭ ͋ϚεώϱΨϾϖϿϗϿΠ Λ͘ Π ͘Ι͞Ώ͐ͪ͟

̢

͔Ηͪ Π ͗ ̡ͩ̓ͭͮ ͭ Π ͖ͥ ͪ ͖̪͒ͭ͞ ̫ͩ ̡̤͋ͭ͜ ̓
͊ͪΐ ͊ͩ ̡ͦ ͭ ͭ ͪ80 ΐΚͥ̓͞ ͠ Β ͺ͞ ̡ ͭ Π ͖ ͘Ζ
ͅ Ώ̢̡͖͒ͧͥ͒͟͜͞ΚΗΠ ͪ ̡͖̪ Π ͘Ι̫ͧ ͪ ͖ͥ̓Ι
̢͒Κͮ ͖ͥ͞ ͩͭ͟Λ̡͊͜ͅΚͧΐ ͩΙ νϮϿͩͭ͟Λ̢͊ͅ

ͪΖΙ ͭ ͩ ͋͒Κ·ͨ ͪ ͖ ΗΚ̡ ͭ ͭ ͋50 ϐϲͭ
Ϟϴξέεώͭ͞Ώͪ Π Ιͧ̓ͩͅἨ̡ΝΔΙ̪ ̫ͪͨΚ·ͨͭ ͋ Ιͧ̓ͭ͊ͅ

̢ ̪ͭ ̫͋ ͧ ͭ ͭ Ό ͪ́ͥ͢͠ ͖ ͎͖͞ ̡ ͔ΚΙ̡ͭͮ ͪ Ζ͎
Η͔Κ̡͞ ̪ͭͩ̓ ͭ ̢̫͍ͪͩ̓͘

͛ΡͽΡ
ͭ ͋ ͩ ϲϿϲͪ ͘Ι
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1941 1945

 
The Governor of the Occupied Territory of Hong Kong

during the Japaneseoccupationperiod from 1941to 1945.

 

1941 ͊Η1945 ͭ ͉ͪ͐Ι



Acta Scientrium Ngensis 2026

1886- 1967



Acta Scientrium Ngensis 2026

1886- 1967 1941 12 1942 2 20 ̪ ̢̫

̢ ̪ ̫
̪ ̫ ̪ ̫ ̡ ̢ ̪
̡ ̫

1947 ̢
1952 ̢ 

LieutenantGeneralRensukeIsogai (1886-1967) officially assumedoffice as the "Governorof the OccupiedTerritory of

Hong Kong" on February20, 1942, after JapaneseforcescapturedHong Kong in December1941. During his reign of over

threeyears,he engagedin economicplunder, forcibly abolishedthe Hong Kong dollar, and introducedJapanesemilitary

hand-printed currency(military yen) as the legal tenderto aggressivelystrip Hong Kong of its wealth. This causedthe

military yen to hyperinflate and eventually becomeworthless scrap paper. During his tenure, he also organizedthe

constructionof the Chureito. To implement a puppet administrationin Hong Kong, he establishedthe "Two Chinese

Associations,"organizing the "ChineseRepresentativeCouncil" and the "ChineseCooperativeCouncil" to recruit pro-

JapaneseChinesemerchantsandgentry,suchasChanLim-pakandRobertKotewall, to helpmaintainorderðexemplifyinga

policy of "loving Japan,loving Hong Kong, andusingChineseto governChinese." He later orderedthe remodelingof the

Governor'sHouse,undertakinglarge-scaleexpansionsandrenovationsof theHongKong Governor'sHousein Central(now

GovernmentHouse),addingprominentJapanesetowersandWa-shoku(Japanese-style)bedrooms,anarchitecturalstyle that

remainsto this day. In 1947, a court sentencedhim to life imprisonmentfor war crimes. He wassentto SugamoPrisonin

Tokyo to servehis sentenceandwassubsequentlyreleasedonparolein 1952.

1886- 1967 ̡ͮ1941 12 ͪ ͋ Π ͖͞ ̡1942 2 20 ͪ ̪ͪ
̫ͪ ̢͖͞3 ͭ ̡ Π ̡̓ ϐϲΠ ͪ ͖ͥ

Π ̡͖ͧ ͭ Π ͪ ̢͖ͭ͜͞ ̡ ͪͮ ͋ ͪ ͖ͥ επ ͧͩ
̢͢͞ ͪ ͭ Π ̢Ί̡͞ ͦ Π ͞ͅΏ̪ ̫Π ̡͖̪
̫̪ͧ ̫Π ̢ Β ϴϗϿώϾιϿώάίϿϲ ͩͨͭ ͭ

Π Θ Ό̡ ͪ ̢͔͚͞ ͧΐ̪ͪ ̡ Π ͖ Π ̡͖ Πΐ
ͥ͢ Π ͘Ι ̢̫ͦ́ͭ͢͜͞ ̡ ͭ Π ̡͗ ρϺώϰϲ ͭ Ͼ

ͭ ͩ Ͼ Π ̡̓͵ͧ͌Ν ͣ ͭ υ϶Ͽ Β Π ͐ ̢͇͒ͭ͞
ͮ Ίͦ ͔Κͥ̓Ι̢1947 ̡ ͮ Π ͪΖΘ ͪ ̢͖͞ ͮ ͭ Ϟϱ

πϺͪ ͔Κͥ ̡͖ͭ͜ 1952 ͪ ͔Κ̢͞

1886- 1967

Lieutenant GeneralRensukeIsogai (1886-1967)

1886- 1967
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AI
̪ ̫ ̪ ̫ ̢ ̪ ̫ ̪

̫ ̢ 

This specialfeatureutilizes AI technologyto reconstructmodelsof the Japanese-occupiedHong Kong Governor'sHouseand the

Chureito'sbase. During the Japaneseoccupation,the JapaneseGovernor,LieutenantGeneralRensukeIsogai, brought in a young

Japaneseengineerand architectnamedSeiichi Fujimura to simultaneouslydesignthe "Chureito" on Bowen Hill and overseethe

remodelingof the "Hong Kong Governor'sHouse." By observingthe integrationof the "Teikan-shiki" (ImperialCrown style) design

andtherepresentative"ThreeLines" styledesign,it becomesevidentthat the formerChureitobaseon Mount CameronandtheHong

KongGovernor'sHouseare,in fact, closelyintertwinedarchitecturalremnantsof theJapaneseoccupation.

̡ͦͮAI Π ̓ͥ ͭ ͉Ζͺ ͭ ϩύϲΠ ̢͖͞ ̡
ͭ ̡ͮ ͌ ͦ́Ι Π ̡͌ ϣϿήϺϾϙϲ ̪ͭ ̫ͭ

̪ͧ ̫ͭ ͭ Π ͪ ̢͚͒͞ΚͪΖΘ̡̪ ̫ͭύμΪϺ̡ͧ ̪ͩ ̫
ͭύμΪϺͭ Π ͘Ι̡͒ͧ͋ͦ͌͊ͣͥ ϥάϺώϾγϪϨϴϺ ͪ́͢͞ ͭ ͧ
̡͋ ͭͧ͒Λ ͭͣͩ͋͢͞ ͭ ͦ́Ι͒ͧ͋ ͊Ι̢
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1889- 1947 1944 ̢
1944 12 ̢1945 2

̪ 23 ̫ ̢
̡ 1938

10 ̢ 1941
60 ̡ ̢

̢ 1946 10
̢

LieutenantGeneralHisakazuTanaka(1889-1947): By late 1944, asthe Allies achievedconsecutivevictoriesin the Pacific

theater,US military aircraft beganfrequentbombingsof Japanese-occupiedHong Kong. To strengthenthe joint defenseof

SouthChinaandHongKong andto guardagainsta US landing,the Imperial JapaneseArmy GeneralHeadquartersdecided

to adjustits personnel. In December1944, RensukeIsogai was transferredto Taiwan. In February1945, HisakazuTanaka

officially took on the role of Governor of the OccupiedTerritory of Hong Kong while concurrentlyserving as the

"Commanderof the 23rd Army," becomingthe highestJapanesecommanderin SouthChinawith a dual identity. After the

war, Tanakawas arrestedby the NationalistGovernmentand stood trial for severecrimescommittedin Guangdongand

HongKong. His primarychargesincluded: TheGreatBombingof Guangzhouðduringthe1938offensivein Guangdong,he

orderedover a hundredaircraft to carry out indiscriminatebombings,causingover 100,000 civilian casualties; The St.

Stephen'sCollegeMassacreðduringthecaptureof Stanley,HongKong in 1941, hecondonedhis troopsbayonetingover60

woundedsoldiersandrapingandmurderingseveralforeigndoctorsandnurses; TheTortureandExecutionof Allied Pilotsð

after membersof the US Flying Tigers (suchas Major Hokke) parachutednearHong Kong when their planeswere shot

down, they were brutally tortured and secretly executedby his subordinates. Following the trial by the Nationalist

Government,theMilitary Tribunalfor theTrial of War Criminalsin Guangzhousentencedhim to deathin October1946.

1889- 1947 1944 ̡ ͋ ͦ Π ͬΙ ̡ ͮ
ͭ ΄ͭ ͩ Π ̢͖͞ ̡ͮ ͧ ͭ Π ̡͖ ͭ Π ͘
Ι͞Ώ̡ Π ̢͖͞1944 12 ̡ ͮ ΄ ̢1945 2 ̡ ͋ ̪ͪ 23

̫ͭ Π ͥ Π ̡͖ ͭ ͦ ͉ͪ͐Ι ̢ͧͩ͢͞ ̡
ͮ ͪ ͔Κ̡ ͉Ζͺ ͦ ͖͞ ͩ ͪΖΘ Π ̢͐͞ ͩ ͮ ͭ

Θͦ́Ι̢ 1938 ͭ ͭ Π ͢͞ ̡100 ͭ ͪ ͩ Π ̡͗
10 ͭ ͪ Π ̢͖͞ ρϺώϾοόΩϿϝϺπ 1941 ͭ

ουϺϳϿ ͭ ̡ ͋ 60 Π ̡͖ ͭ Β Π Ͼ ͘Ι
ͭΠ ̢͖͞ ϘΪϴωώͭ ͦ ͔ΚϘϰνϬϿώ ͖͞ ϜϰΪϺζϾυΪ
βϿοͭ ϢϿε ͩͨ ͪ ̡͖ ͋ ͩ Π ̡͇ ͪ ̢͖͞ ͭ ͭ
̡1946 10 ͪ ͉ͪ̓ͥ ͋ ͔Κ̢͞

1889- 1947)

Lieutenant GeneralHisakazuTanaka (1889-1947)

1889- 1947)
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1945 ̢

In the post-war period of 1945, the military governmentreoccupyingHong Kong decidedto demolishthe uncompleted

Chureito(Loyal SoulsTower). TheimageshowsthreeBritish military officers inspectingtheChureitosite.

ͭ1945 ̡ Π ͖͞ ̡ͮ ͭ Π Ͼ ͘Ι͒ͧΠ ̢͖͞ ̡ͪͮ
ͭ Π ͦ ͘Ι3 ͭΪδϱο ͋ ͥ̓͢Ι̢
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2025 7 ̪ ̫ ̢
̢ ̢

In lateJuly 2025, thebaseof theChureitowascompletelydemolished,andthe tangiblehistoryof the "threeyearsandeight

months"vanishedentirely. As the mostcrucial cultural relic for discussionson Hong Kong'sWorld War II history, its total

disappearanceis a bitter irony thatauthentichistoryultimatelysuccumbedto ruthlesscommercialrules.

2025 7 ̡ ͭ ͋ ͪ ͔Κ̡̪3 8Ͻ ̫ͭ ͩ ͮͣ̓ͪ ͪ
̢͖͞ ̡ ͭ ͭ Π Ι ͦ ΐ ͩ ͭ ͩ ̡ͮ ͭ ͭ
͋ ͭͧ͒Λ ͩ ͭ ͪ ͇ͩ͊ͧ̓͢͞ͅ ͩ Π ͥ̓͢Ι̢
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The Vanished Foundation of the Hong Kong Chureito and the

Fracture of Historical Memory 

 

͇ ͢͞ ͭ ͧ ͭ

Introduction

ͮ͗Ώͪ
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Introduction:

When we witnessthe meticulouspreservationof the Comfort WomenMemorial Hall at Lijiang Lane in Nanjing and the

inscriptionofPolandôsAuschwitzConcentrationCampasa World Heritagesite,thehistoricallenspansbackto HongKong,

leavingbehinda profoundregretðthecompleteobliterationof theHongKong Chureito(Loyal SoulsTower). 

It is crucial to notethat this humiliating monolith, symbolizingthe Japaneseinvasionandbrutal occupationof Hong Kong,

wasnot torn downamidstthe civil outrageor political purgesof the immediatepost-war colonial era,wheneverythingwas

still waiting to berebuilt. Theultimateirony of historylies in thefact thattoday,in the21st century,while nationsworldwide

utilize thesewartime remnantsfor humanrights and peaceeducation,this historical landmarkðwhich bore witnessto the

immensesuffering of Hong Kong's "three years and eight months" under Japaneseruleðhas long been completely

dismantledunderthe relentlesswheelsof urbandevelopment,leavingnot a singletrace. Evenwhenthe subterranean"soul-

calming sword" (Zhenling Dao) was unearthedand extracted,what meaningdoesit carry anymore?It feels as tragically

absurdasleadinga calf througha slaughterhouse,only to guideits motherright into theabattoir... 

Thisstarkcontrastof "otherspreservingwhile we erase"reflectsseveraldeep-seatedsocialandculturalphenomena:

TheOverridingof HistoricalValueby EconomicPragmatism:

ThroughoutHong Kongôsdevelopmentaltrajectory over the past decades,"land value" and "economic returns" have

consistentlytakenprecedence. When a historical remnantsteepedin painful memoriesclashedwith highly lucrative real

estatedevelopment,a pragmaticmindset invariably choseto "look forward" by leveling spacesof immensehistorical

significance. This exposesa collective absenceof heritagepreservationawarenesswhen confronted with commercial

interests. 

SelectiveAmnesiaof Local WartimeMemory: The ruins in Nanjing andPolandarebackedby powerful nationalnarratives

and a collectivepolitical will to maintaina fortified line againstforgetting. Conversely,HongKongôswartime history has

long occupieda marginalizedor awkward position in mainstreamhistorical discourse. The demolition of the Chureito

foundationreflectsa societalneglectof local resistanceandcivilian suffering. Whena city lacksthecapacityto gazedeeply

into its own history of trauma,its ruins aredismissedmerelyas"unlucky debris" ratherthanembracedas"classroomsfor

education." 

TheEvasivePsychologyof "Out of Sight,Out of Mind": 

As many initially assumed,there is a pervasivesocietalmentality that clearingaway bad memoriessomehowerasesthe

underlying humiliation. Yet, the destructionof the Chureito foundationdoesnot causethe atrocitiescommittedby the

Japanesemilitary in Hong Kong, the St. Stephen'sCollegemassacre,or the Silver Mine Bay massacresto vanish. This act

preciselyexposesour lack of collectivecourageðunlike Polandor Germanyðto confronthistoricaluglinessandpain head-

on. 

The disappearanceof the Hong Kong Chureitoservesasa cautionarytale. It remindsus that whenhistorical remnantsare

utterly erased,whatwe loseis not merelya stonefoundation. We losetheopportunityfor futuregenerationsto standcloseto

a tangiblerelic, to feel theraw crueltyof war firsthand,andto reflectonpeaceandhumanvaluesthroughcivic educationand

historical retrospection. In the 21st century,an era wherehumanityuniversallyunderstandshow to useruins to warn the

future, this vanishedfoundationstandsasanunfillable blackholein HongKongôshistoricalmemory.

CognitioSapiensNgensis

July29, 2026

The VanishedFoundation of the Hong Kong Chureito and the Fracture of Historical Memory 
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͇ ͢͞ ͭ ͧ ͭ

ͭ ͋ ͪ ͔Κ̡ϤϿϰϺϐͭΨάνϬϻΩωϊ ͋ ͪ ͔
Κͥ̓ΙͭΠ ͪ͘Ι ̡ ͭϳϺπΠ ΄ͧ ̡͚ͯ͒ͪͮ͜ ͌ͩ ͋ ͔Κͥ̓Ι͒ͧͪ ͤ͊
͔ΚΊ̢͘͜Κ̡͒͋͜ ͭ ͩ ̡ͧ̓ͅ Θ Κͩ̓ ̢ͦ͘

͘΅̡͌ͮ ͪΖΙ ͧ ͧ̓ͅ Π ͘Ι͒ͭ ̡͋ ͭ ͊Η ͠
͋Λ͖ͧͥ̓͞ͅ ̡ͪ ͭ ΘΒ ͪΖͥ͢ Θ ͔Κ͞Ν͐ͦͮͩ̓ͧ̓͒ͧͅ
̢ͦ͘ ͭ ͩͧ͒Λ̡ͮ21 ͭ ̡ ͋͒ΚΗͭ Π Β ͭ ͖ͧͥ
͖ͥ̓ΙΊ͔ͪͭ͜ ̡͉ͪ̓ͥ ̪ͭ Ͻ ̫ͪ ͽ ͭ Π ͖͒ͭ͞ ϰϺϐϥϿε
̡͋ ͧ̓ͅ ͩ ͭ ͦ ΐ͎ͩ ͪ ͔Κ͖ͥΊ͒ͧͪ́͢͞ΘΊ̢͘ ͊Η ͔
Κ̪͞ ̫Π Θ ͖ͧ͒͞Λ̡ͦ ͭ ͋́Ι͖ͧ̓ͭͦͅΕ̢͊͜ͅΚͮΊΙ̡ͦ ͭ
ͦ Π Κͩ͋Η̡ͭ͜ Π Η ΄ͧ ̓ ΚΙ͊ͭΖ̡ͩͅ ͩ Π ͔͚͗Ί͘ʁʁ̢

̪͒ͭ ͋ ̡͖ ̤͋ ͘Ι̫ͧ̓ͅ ͩ ̡͎ͮ̓ͣ͊ͭ ̓ Ͼ Π ͖ͥ̓
Ί̢͘

ͪΖΙ ͭ ͪΝ͞Ι ͭ ͭ ̡͉̪ͪ̓ͥ ͭ ̫ͧ
̪ ̫ͮ ͪ ͔Κͥ͌Ί̢͖͞ ͭ Π Ρ͟ ̡͋ ͩ Π Ύ
ͧ ͖͞ ̡ ͩ ͮ ̪ͪ Π ͎̫͒ͧΠ ͺ̡ ͩ Π ͣ Π ͧ

͖ ͖ͥ͌Ί̢͖͒͞Κ̡ͮ Π ͖ͪ͞ ̡ ͭ ͋ ͪ ͖ͥ̓Ι͒ͧΠ
͖ͥ̓Ί̢͘

͉ͪ͐Ι ͭ

ΒϤϿϰϺϐͭ ͭ ̡̪ͪͮ ̫ͪ ͅ ͩ ͭϑϰόΩϝͧ ͋ ͖Ί̢͘͜
Κͧͮ ̡ͪ ͭ ͮ ͪΝ͞Ι ͭ ̡ͦ ͪ ̡́Ἰͮ Ί͙̓ ͪ ͊Κ
ͥ͌Ί̢͖͞ ͭ ̡ͮ ͉ͪ͐Ι ͭ ΌΒ ͭ ͭ ͪ ͘Ι ͭ Π ͖
ͥ̓Ί̢͘ ͋ Ηͭ ͭ Π ͎ ͣΏΙ ͖Π ͎ ̡ ̪ͮ ͭ ̡̫͎ͦͮͩ ͩΙ
̪ ͭ ̓ ̫ͧ ͔ͩΚ͖ͥΊ̢ͭͦ͘ͅ

̪ ̓ΐͭͪ Π͘Ι̫ͧ̓ͅ

͎ͭ ͋ ͪ ͎ ͇ͧ ̡ͪ ̪ͪͮ ͩ Π ͖ Κ̡ͯ ΐ ̓ ΚΙ̫ͧ̓ͅ
͋ ͖ͥ̓Ί̢̡͖͖͊͘ Π ͖͊͞Η̡ͧ̓ͥ͢ ͋ ͦ ͖͞ ̡ρϺώϾοόΩϿ
ϝϺπϾαϳωξͭ ̡ ͭ ͋ ͇͎ͥͩͩΙΝ͐ͦͮ́ΘΊ͚Ρ̢͒ͭΖͩͅ ͭ ̡ͮ
͋͞͠ ͭ ͧ ͌ ͅ ̡ϤϿϰϺϐΒϐΪϊͭΖ̪ͪͅ ͔ͧ Π ͘Ι̫ Π ̓
ͥ̓Ι͒ͧΠ ͪ ͥ̓͢Ί̢͘

ͭ ̡ͮ ͣͭ ͧͩΘΊ̢͖͞ ͋ ͪ ͔ΚΙ ̡ ͋͞͠ ͭͮͅ
ͩΙ Θͭ ͐ͦͮ́͟ΘΊ͚Ρ̢ ͋ ͭ ͪ Κ̡ ͭ ͔Π ͦ ̡͗ ͧ

ͭ Π ΌΙ͞Ώ̡ͭ Β ͭ ͭ͜ΐͭΠ ̢ͭͦ͘ͅ ͋ Π ͗ͥ ΄
Π Η͘ Π Ι21 ̡͉ͪ̓ͥ͒ͭ ͇ ͢͞ ̡ͮ ͭ ͭ ͪ ͞Κ̡͞ ͖ͥ ΏΙ͒
ͧͭͦ͌ͩ̓ϝϰωεϢϿϲͧͩͥ̓͢Ι̢ͭͦ͘
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Though serving as identical, ironclad historical evidenceof Japaneseaggressionand the trampling of humanrights and

sovereignty,the former comfort stationsite in Nanjing and the wartime ruins in Hong Kong havemet with diametrically

opposedfates. Besetby thedualpressuresof capitalandshifting societalperspectives,the Liji LaneComfort StationSite in

Nanjingwasultimatelysavedthrougha joint effort of civil society,scholars,andthegovernment,becominga national-level

memorialsiteof theWar of Resistance. Conversely,thefoundationof theChureitoonMount Cameronðthelargestandmost

symbolicallysignificantlandmarkof theJapaneseoccupation("threeyearsandeightmonths")in HongKongðwasviolently

uprootedandutterly obliteratedunderthecolossalwheelsof commercialredevelopment. 

The starkcontrastbetweenthis singlesuccessandfailure is morethanjust a technicaldisparityin heritageconservation; it

representsa profound contrastbetweenthe two cities regardingtheir political ecosystems,economiclogic, and the rift

betweenpatrioticrhetoricandactualpractice.

 I. Nanjingvs. HongKong: A ComparativeAnalysisof ThreeCoreDimensions 

The "survival" of Liji Laneversusthe "death"of the Chureitofoundationreflectsa vastchasmbetweenthe two regionsin

termsof historicalpositioning,conservationmechanisms,andcivic engagement: 

1. Divergencein HistoricalPositioning: NationalCollectiveTraumavs. TheMarginalized"ThreeYearsandEight Months" 

The Core of Nanjing'sHistorical Outlook: In Nanjing, the 1937 Nanjing Massacreand Japanesewartime sexualviolence

representan untouchablecollectivetraumaandhistorical red line for the city andthe entireChinesenation. PreservingLiji

Lane possessesan unshakeable,absolutepolitical righteousness. Any real estatedeveloperattemptingto demolishthe site

would beviewedby public opinionasstandingagainstnationalrighteousness,incurring immensepolitical risks. 

Hong Kong'sMarginalizedMemory: In contrast,Hong Kong'shistoricaldiscoursehaslong leanedtowardits identity asan

"internationalcommercialport since its founding." Although the "three yearsand eight months" period was brutal, it is

frequentlytreatedin official andmainstreamhistoricalnarrativesasa "brief interlude" ratherthanthe bedrockof the city's

identity. As a pieceof "NegativeHeritage,"theChureito'simplicit valueasa historicalwarningis deemedby theHongKong

governmentanddevelopersto befar inferior to themulti-billion dollareconomicrevenuetheplot cangenerate. 

2. Divergencein ConservationMechanisms: Active Interventionof StateWill vs. Commerce-First PassiveAdministration 

Nanjing'sPolitical Institutionalization: When Liji Lane facedcrisessuchas demolition and fires, local scholarswithstood

immensepressureto triggera waveof public awareness. Subsequently,delegatesof the"Two Sessions"(NPC& CPPCC)of

JiangsuProvinceandNanjing City intensivelysubmittedproposals,elevatingthe issueto theheightof nationalsecurityand

internationaldiplomacy. This compelledthe local governmentto prioritize political imperatives,sacrificing commercial

intereststo constructthememorialmuseum. 

HongKong's"ProceduralJustice"Greenlight: HongKong'sAntiquitiesandMonumentsOffice (AMO) haslong adheredto a

market-driven, technocraticmindset. Under the current Antiquities and MonumentsOrdinance,authoritiesare extremely

reluctant to declareprivate propertiesas monuments,as doing so implies paying exorbitant financial compensationor

executinga "land exchange"with propertytycoons. Consequently,officials adopteda strategyof decouplingðconfiscating

the swordsand tabletsto fulfill formal accountabilitywhile debasingthe core "foundationsite" asordinarystoneslacking

independentvalue,technicallygreenlightingthedeveloper'sprojectthroughadministrativeprocedures. 

3. Divergencein Civic andMediaEngagement: A Decadeof PublicResistancevs. TheHelplessnessof CompressedSpace 

Nanjing'sCivil Resistance: The preservationof Liji Lane was inseparablefrom over a decadeof unyielding fieldwork by

scholarslike Jing Shenghong, coupledwith continuousinvestigativereportingby local media. Broad public participation

forgeda powerful forceof civic oversight. 

A Historical Interrogation of Two Cities: Why Did Nanjing PreserveLiji Lane,

While Hong Kong Lost the Chureito
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The ConservationFaultline in Hong Kong: In recent years,Hong Kong's social environmenthas undergonea drastic

transformation,severelycompressingthe spacefor traditional civil conservationgroups,independentmedia,andacademic

discourse. When the Chureito foundationwas covertly excavatedand swiftly demolished,civil societylackeda powerful

public opinionplatformto coordinatecross-sectoractions. Thepublic only learnedthe truth whentheengineeringwork was

nearlycompleted,causingthisbattlefor historyto endin a silentand"passivefailure." 

II . DebunkingtheRhetoric: TheCollectiveDerelictionof Duty by HongKong's"PatrioticGroups"andMerchants 

Recently,Hong Kong'spolitical ecosystemhasexperienceda fundamentalshift. Whetherfor real estatetycoonsor various

political partiesand social organizations,old and new alike, "patriotism" has becomethe most central political slogan.

However,whenthe Chureitofoundationðthe largesthistoricalremnantof the Japaneseoccupationperiodin Hong Kongð

facedtotal annihilation,thecollectivesilenceof thesegroupsexposeda deeplyhypocritical,"slogan-stylepatriotism." 

1. TheShrewdCalculationsof Developers: Patriotismasa Business,HistoryGiving Way to ExtravagantProfits 

Hong Kong developersare alwaysquick to fall in line with political rhetoric, frequentlymaking donationsor organizing

variouscelebratoryevents. Yet, when confrontedwith this premium,ultra-expensiveplot for luxury housingatop Mount

Cameron(BowenHill), commercialinstinctsinstantlyoverrodehistoricalsentiment. To utilize the plot ratio to its absolute

limit, constructhigh-endvillas yielding billions or tensof billions in profit, andexcavatemulti-story undergroundgarages,

they unhesitatinglychoseto erasethis physical ironclad proof of Japaneseaggression. For them, real historical artifacts

obstructfortune-making,whereasslogan-style patriotismguaranteespolitical safety; thechoicewasglaringly obvious. 

2. TheCollectiveSilenceof PoliticalGroups: WatchingtheWind from Above,Blind to HistoricalJustice 

HongKong'sexistingpro-establishmentpolitical partiesandvariouspatrioticassociationsroutinelyexhibit greatenthusiasm

for hosting "War of ResistanceCommemorativeExhibitions" or historical lectures. However, when the Chureito

foundationðtheonly, largest,andmostviable living textbookfor patrioticandhistoricaleducationwithin HongKongðwas

on the brink of destruction,not a single mainstreampolitical group steppedforward to file an urgent questionin the

LegislativeCouncil. Not a singleassociationprotestedat theconstructionsite,andno onepressuredthedeveloperto preserve

thefoundation. This exposestheir "patriotism"ashighly selectiveandutilitarianðaslong asit doesnot touchtheinterestsof

massiveconglomeratesor defy the government'sgranddirectionfor commercialurbanrenewal,they chooseto turn a blind

eye and remain deaf. This postureof "all talk and no action" is preciselywhat drove this historic monumentinto total

extinction. 

III . TheVanishedFoundation: WhatHasHongKong Lost? 

Theutterdestructionof theChureitofoundationonMount Cameronhasleft anirremediablehistoricalregret. This foundation

wasfar morethana few blocksof granite; it wasa silent tombstonefor the military andcivilians who perishedin theBattle

of Hong Kong in December1941, the ultimatespatialsymbolof the brutal colonial rule during the "three yearsandeight

months,"anda powerfulphysicaltestamentto theintertwineddestiniesof modernHongKong andthenation. While Nanjing

preservedthe weepinggray brick walls of Liji Lane right behind its bustling commercialdistricts to manifestpeaceand

justiceto theworld, HongKong choseto eternallybury its mostcrucialhistoricalwarningbeneaththe foundationsof luxury

peakmansions.

This jarring contrastbetweenNanjingandHong Kong undoubtedlydeliversa profoundlyheavyandironic history lessonto

present-dayHongKong: whena city cancasuallyeraseits mostmonumentalhistoricalscarsfor commercialprofit, andwhen

"patriotism" is reducedto a mutually beneficialpolitical sloganfor merchantsand politicians, the city is single-handedly

hollowing out its own cultural roots and collective memory. The disappearanceof the Chureito foundationstandsas an

absolute,agonizing,andmonumentalfailure in thehistoryof HongKong'sheritageconservation.
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ͪΖΙ ̡ ͧ ͭ Π ͘ ͎ ͗ ͦ́Θͩ͋Η̡ ͭ ͧ ͭ ͦ
̡ͮ ͭ Π ͇Ι̢͒ͧͧͩ͢͞ ̪ͭ ̡̫ͮ ͭ ͧ ͭ ͭ
Ό ͪ͠ ̓ͩ͋Ηΐ̡ ͪ ̡ ̡ ͋ Π Ρͦ ͪ ̡͖ ͭ ͧͩ͢͞

̢̡͖͖͊ ͭ 3 8Ͻ ͉ͪ̓ͥ ͊ͣ ΐ ͩ ͭϰϺϐϥϿεͦ́͢͞ϥά
ϺώϾγϪϨϴϺ̪ ̫ͭ ̡ͮ ͧ̓ͅ ͩ ͭΐͧͦ ͍͔͒ͪ͜Κ̡ ͪ ͪ
͖ͭͦ́͞Ι̢

̪͒ͭ ͮ ̡͖ ͮ ͘Ι ̫ͧ̓ͅ ͩιϺώϰοώ̡ͮ ͩΙ ͉ͪ͐
Ι ͩ ͭ ͪͧͨΊΗ̢ͩ̓͜Κ̡ͮ ̡ ̡͖ͥ̓͜ΝΔΙ̪ ͩοϴϿβϺ̫
̪ͧ ͭ ̫ͭ ͪ́Ι̡ ͣͭ ͭ ̓ Π ͌ Θ͖ͪͥ̓Ι̢

̡ ͧ ͣͭ ͉ͪ͐Ι

̪ͭ ̫ͧ ̪ͭ ̡̫ͮ ̡ͤ͐ Ϩαϒπϧ̡͖ͥ͜ ͧ̓ͅ
͉ͪ͐Ι ͭ ͩ Π ͖ͥ̓Ι̢

1. ͤ͐ͭ ͭ ώϰάϥ vs ͔Κ̪͞3 8Ͻ ̫

ͭ ͭ ̡͉ͪ̓ͥ1937 ̪ͭ ̫ͧ ͪΖΙ ̡ͮ ̡͵̓ͥ
ͮ ͪͧͥ͢ ΚͥͮͩΗͩ̓ ώϰάϥͦ́Θ̡ ͩϳωϐϰΪϺ ͦ́Ι
[ 1]̢ Π ͘Ι̡͒ͧͮ ͪ Ι͍̪ͩ̓ ͩ ̫Π ̢ͣ͒ͭ Π ͖Ζͧ͘ͅΙ

̡ͮ ͉ͪ̓ͥ ͭ ͪ ͘ΙΐͭͧΌ͔ͩΚ̡ ϱοε͋ Ώͥ ͎ͩΙ̢

ͭ ͔Κ͞ ̡ͪ ͭ ͮ ͪΝ͞Θ̪ ͭ ̫ͧ̓ͅ
ͪ ̢͖̪ͥ͌͞3 8Ͻ ̫ͮ ͩΐ̡ͭͦ́͋͢͞ Β ͭ ̡͉ͪ̓ͥͮ ͭΨΪ
ύϺόΩόΩͭ ͧ̓ͅΖΘ̡ͮΎ͖Λ̪ ͩ ήϛσϿϐ ̫͖ͧͥ ΝΚΙ͒ͧ͋ ̢̓
̪ͮ ͭ Negative Heritage ̫͖ͧͥ ͩ Ώͭ Π ͖ͥ̓Ι̡͋ ΒύϠϴω

ϘϿͭ ̡ͪͮͭ͜ ͋ΐ͞Η͘ ͭ ͪ ͎ ͯͩ̓ΐͭͧ ͭͦ́͢͞Ι̢

2. Ϩαϒπϧͭ ͭ vs ͭ

ͭ ͋ Θ ͖Β ͩͨͭ ͪ ͖͞ ̡ ͭ Η͋ Πͮͬͭ͐ͥ
ͩ Π ͌ ̢͖͒ͭ͜͞ ̡ ͉Ζͺ ̪ͭ ͧ ̫ͭ
Η͋ ͪ Π ̡͖͒ͭ Π Β ͭϳϠϲͪΊͦ ͌ ̢͑͒͞ΚͪΖΘ
̪ͮ ̫Π ͎͔ͩΚ̡ Π ͖ͥͦΐ Π ͘Ι Π Ρ̢͟

̪ͭ ͌ ̫ͧ̓ͅ ͭ ̡ͮ ͪΝ͞Θ ͭ
όεϕεϰϿώ Π ̢͗ͥ͌͞ ̪ͭ ̫ͭΐ̡ͧͦͮ ͮ Π̪
̫ͪ ͘Ι͒ͧΠ ͪ ͘Ι̢ͩ͛ͩΗ̡͜Κͮ ͪ ͩ Π ̡̪͊ͅ

̫Π ͒ͧͅΠ ͘Ι͊Ηͦ́Ι̢ͭ͜͞Ώ̡ ͮ Β Π ͖ͥ ͩ Π ͘͞
̡ͦ ΐ ͦ́Ι̪ ̫Π ͖͞ ͭͩ̓ͭ͟͞ ΄ͧ ̡͖͑ ͌ͪΖͥ͢
ͭ ͪ ͩ Π ̪ͧ̓͘ͅ Θ ͖ ̫Π̢ͧ͢͞

3. ͧϨύΩΨͭ 10 ͉ͪΖͽ ͭ vs ͔Κ͞ ͉ͪ͐Ι

ͭ ͪΖΙ ͭ ̡ͮ ͐̓Ͼ͚̓͒ͅ Πͮ͗Ώͧ͘Ι Ηͭ ͪΝ͞
Ι ͩϜΩϿϲϐ϶Ͽε̡ͧ ϨύΩΨͪΖΙ Θ ̓ ͭ ̢ͦ́͢͞ ͭ ̓ ̡͋

̪ͩ ͪΖΙ ͭ ̫Π ̢͖͞

ͭ ͩ͛ ͮ Π ̡͖ ͮ Π ͭ͊͢͞ 
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͉ͪ͐Ι ͭ ͒͒ ̡ ͭ ͮ ͩ Π ̡͑ ͭ ̡
ϨύΩΨ̡͖ͥ͜ ͩ ͭ ͮ ͪ ͔Κ̢͞ ͭ ͋ ͪ Θ ͔͒Κ̡ ͪ
͔Κ͞ ̡ ͪͮ Π ͇ͥ ͘Ι͞Ώͭ ͩ ϞϰωώϜίϿϧ͋ ̢͖ͥ̓͞

͋ Π ͭͮ͢͞ ͋·Έ ͖͞ ͦ́Θ̡ ͮ ΐ ͙̪ͥͪ ͩ ̫ͪ Νͭ͢͞
ͦ́Ι̢

̡ οϴϿβϺΠ ͎ ̪ͭ ̫ͧ ͭ

̡ ͭ ͮ ͩ Π ̢͇͞ ͦ́Λ̡ͧͅ ͭ Β ͦ́Λͅ
̡̪ͧ ̫͋ ΐ ͩ οϴϿβϺͧͩͥ̓͢Ι̢̡͖͖͊ ͉ͪ͐Ι ͭ

ͦ́Ι ͭ ͋ ͭ ͪ ͖͞ ̡͒ΚΗͭ ͋ ͚͞ ̡ͮ Ώͥ ͪ ͠
̪͞οϴϿβϺ͐ͭ͟ ̫Π ͘Ι̢͒ͧͧͩ͢͞

1. ύϠϴωϘϿͭ ͩ ̪ ̫ΠϚξϔο̡ͪ ͭ͞Ώͪ Όͪ͗ΗΚΙ

ͭύϠϴωϘϿ̡ͮ ͩ ͉ͪ̓ͥͮ ͪ ΌΠ ̡͇ ͪ Π ̡̓ ̤ͩ ΪϠ
ϺώΠ ͘Ι̢̡͖͖͊ϥάϺώϾγϪϨϴϺ ϣάήϺ ̡ͭ ͋ ͪ ͘Ι ͭ

Π ̡͖ͪͧ͌͞ ͋ ͪ ΄ͭ Π ̢͖̪͞ Π Ίͦ ̓ Ι̫͞Ώ̡
ͭ Π Ό ͘ ϻΩϰΠ ͥΙ͞Ώ̡͖ͥ͜ Π ͎ ͘Ι͞Ώ̡ͪ Ηͮ

ͪΖΙ ͭ ͩ Π ͖ Ι͒ͧͪ ͭ͞ΏἨΐ ̢ͩ͊͢͞͞ Η̡ͪͧͥ͢ ͭ
ͮ ͐ͭ ͦ́Θ̡οϴϿβϺ͐ͭ͟ ͮ Π ͘Ιΐͭͦ́Ι̢ ͭ ͮ Ηͭ ͦ
Π ΙΖΘ Η̢͊ͦ́͢͞

2. ͭ ͭ ͌͐͟Π ̡̓ ͭ Π Νͩ̓

ͪ ͘Ι Β ͭ ̡ͮ ͊Η̪ ̫Β ͭ ͪͮ
ͦ́Ι̢̡͖͖͊ ͦ ̡͊ͣ ͦ́Θ̡ Β ͭ ͌͞ ͖ͧͥ ΐͼ͔Ν͖

̪̓ ͭ ̫͋Ί͔ͪ ͔ΚΖ̡͖ͧͧ͌͞ͅ ͦ Π ͑͊͐Ι ͮͭ͟͞
ͣΐ̡͎ͩ ͦ Π ͅ ΐ̡͎ͩύϠϴωϘϿͪ ͭ Π͊͐Ι ΐ̓ͩ͊͢͞

̢͒Κ̡ͮ Η̪ͭ ̫͋ Ώͥ ͊ͣ ͩΐͭͦ́Ι͒ͧΠ ͖ͥ̓Ι̢ ͭ ͪ
Κ̡͙ ͭ ͧ̓ͅ ͪ ͖ͩ̓ Θ̡ Ηͮ ͥ ͫ ΘΠ Ώ Ύ̢ͭ͟

̪͒ͭ ͮ ̡͊͋͘ ͮ ͔̫͊ͩ̓ ̡͒͋͜ Π ͪ ͔͚͞ ͭ ͣͪ ͩΗ̢ͩ̓

̡ ͇ ͢͞ ͮ Π ͭ͊͢͞

ϥάϺώϾγϪϨϴϺ ͭ ͩ ̡ͮ Θ ͖ͭͣ͊ͩ̓ Π ̢͖͒ͭ͞ ͮ ͩ
Ι ͭ ͭ ̢ͦͮͩ̓͜Κͮ1941 12 ͭ ͦ ͧͩ͢͞ ͭ ͭ ͦ́Θ̡
ͪΖΙ̪3 8Ͻ ̫ͭ ͩ ͉ͪ͐Ι ͭ ͦ́Θ̡͔Ηͪͮ ͧ ͭ

͋ ͪ ͋ͥ̓͒ͧ͢͞Π ͘ ͩ ̢ͦ́͢͞ ͋ ͭ ͪ ̪ͭ Π ͘
ͭϳϺβ ̫Π ̡͖ ͪ ͐ͥ ͧ Π ͖ͥ̓Ιͭͧͮ ̡ͪ ͮ ͭ ͭ
΄̡ͧ ͪͧͥ͢ ΐ ͩ ΏΠ ͪ Ώ Ι Π Ρ̢͟

ͧ ͭ͒ͭ ͩιϺώϰοώ̡ͮ ͎̓ͩ ͭ ͪ ̡͖ͥ͒ͭ ͎ͩ ̡͎͖ͥ͜ ͪ
͠͞ ͭ Π ͌ͣ͐ͥ̓Ι̢ΐ̡͖́Ι ͋ ͭ͞Ώͪ Ηͭ ΐ ͩ ͭ Π̓ͧ
ΐ ͪ ͖ Ι̡̪͒ͧ͋ͦ͌ ̫͋ ͧ ͭ ͭ͞Ώͭ οϴϿβϺͪ ͔ΚΙͭ
ͦ́Κ̡ͯͭ͜ ͮ Ηͭ ͧ Π Ηͭ ͦ Θ ͖ͥ̓Ι̢ ͭ ̡ͮ
ͭ ͉ͪ͐Ι̡ ̡ͦ ͭ Όͧ ͅ΅͌ ͦ́Ι̢
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A Century-Defining Question for Historical Heritage: Memory and 

Oblivion in a Commercial Society Through the Lenses of 

Auschwitz, Liji Lane, and Hong Kong's Chureito 
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A Century-Defining Question for Historical Heritage: Memory and Oblivion in a

Commercial SocietyThrough the Lensesof Auschwitz, Liji Lane, and Hong Kong's

Chureito

Historicalsitesserveassilent textbooksandliving educationaltoolsto preventfuturewarsandatrocitiesfrom repeating. The

GermanphilosopherKarl Jaspersonceconceptual ed reflectionson "guilt" (Die Schuldfrage), pointing out that posterity

preservessitesof crime not to perpetuatehatred,but to engagein profoundmoral and historical introspection. However,

when we turn our gaze to three global locations that bear the weight of extreme World War II atrocities and state

aggressionðthe AuschwitzConcentrationCampin Poland,the Liji LaneComfort StationSite in Nanjing,andthe Chureito

foundationon Mount Cameronin Hong Kongðwe discovertheyhavemet vastlydifferentdestiniesin modernsociety. The

survival or destructionof thesethreecoordinatespreciselymapsout a brutal spectrumstretchingfrom "all-humanhistorical

self-reflection" to "extremecommercializedoblivion."

I. TheSpectrumof ThreeGreatHistorical Sites: FromBeaconsof Civilization to Luxury HomeFoundationsWhile all three

sitesstandas ironclad evidenceof humanrights violations and aggressionperpetratedby the Japaneseand Nazi German

militaries,their positioningandultimatefatesin contemporarysocietypresenta jarring contrast: [The PreservationSpectrum

of WWII NegativeHeritage] Auschwitz ConcentrationCamp (Poland): All -HumanReflection/ World HeritageSite Liji

Lane Comfort StationSite (Mainland China): National-Level Historical Justice/ Unyielding Civil ResistanceHong Kong

ChureitoFoundation(HongKong,China): Commerce-First / Utterly Obliteratedfor Multi -Billion Dollar Luxury Mansions

1. AuschwitzConcentrationCampin Poland: A Civilizational WarningLight for All HumanityAs the"deathfactory" where

Nazi Germanyslaughteredover 1.1 million people,Auschwitz was legally protectedby the Polish governmentas a state

museumshortly after the war (1947) and was inscribedonto the UNESCOWorld HeritageList in 1979. Preservationand

Introspection: Here,the gaschambers,the hair of the victims, andpiles of discardedshoeshavebeenpreservedexactlyas

they were found. SuccessiveGermanleadershaveknelt, apologized,and reflectedat this site. It transcendsgeopoliticsto

becomethe supremespiritual landmarkfor humanityin defendinghumanrightsandrejectingtotalitarianismandwar. Here,

historicaldignity andself-reflectionreignsupremeaboveall economicdevelopment.

2.NanjingLiji LaneComfortWomenAsylum:

TheInterweavingof NationalJusticeandGrassrootsDefense: No. 2 Liji Laneis thelargestsurvivingcomfortwomenasylum

in Asia, andthe only onepersonallyidentified by a survivor,ParkYoung-sim, asa institutionalizedmilitary sexualslavery

controlcentermanagedby theJapanesearmy. A Victory AgainstCapital: Thissiteis alsolocatedin themostprosperouscore

commercialdistrict of Nanjing and hasrepeatedlyfacedthreatsof demolition from developers'excavatorsand mysterious

fires. However,Nanjing citizens,scholars,andlawmakersunleasheda tsunamiof public opinion, fighting capitalwith "the

tearsof living evidence,"which ultimatelypromptedtheinterventionof thenationalwill .

Thegovernmentchoseto establishanexhibitionhall, willingly forfeiting billions in landsalesrevenue,to transformit into a

"National-Level Anti-JapaneseWar HeritageSite" for reflecting on wartime atrocitiesand safeguardingwomen'sdignity.

TheFoundationof theLoyalty Toweron Mount Cameron,HongKong:

A HeritageThoroughlySwallowedby CommercialProfits: In starkcontrastto thepreservationof theprevioustwo sites,the

foundationof the Loyalty Tower on Mount Cameronðthe largestand mostsymbolic Imperial Japanesecolonial landmark

during theJapaneseoccupationof HongKong (threeyearsandeight months)ðwasuprootedandcompletelyleveledduring

a luxury residentialredevelopmentproject from 2025 to 2026. The Split of "Keeping the Treasure,Scrapingthe Site":

Officials anddevelopersutilized technicalpackagingto salvagethe "military swordsandstonetablets"found underground,

while downgradingthe core "foundation heritage" to valueless,ordinary stones. To allow the peak luxury mansionsto

"maximize the plot ratio" and to excavatemulti-level undergroundgaragesfor maximizing tensof billions in commercial

profits, this solespatialevidenceof theJapaneseoccupationin HongKong vanishedinto thin air underadministrativegreen

lights.
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II . Why Has"History Always BeenUnimportantto CommercialSociety"in HongKong 

The complete failure to preservethe Hong Kong Loyalty Tower foundation nakedly exposesthe indifference and

utilitarianismof a hyper-commercializedsocietytowardhistoricalmemory. "EconomicRationality" UnderLand Fetishism:

In thedeeplyrootedsocialsubconsciousof HongKong, "land" is not a vesselfor collectivememory,but a financialassetfor

calculatingreturn on investment. History Yields to Money: In the prime location of the Peak,preservingan oppressive

foundationof a Japanesemilitary loyalty tower is viewedin commerciallogic asa "negativeasset"and"unlucky."

 Whenweighinga "hiddenliving textbookof war" against"billions or tensof billions in luxury residentialtax revenuesand

profits," developersandtechnocratsalwaystilt thescaletowardthe latter without suspense. This "economicrationality" that

commodifieseverythingis theultimatedriver behindtheerasureof history.

TheChasmBetweenSlogan-Style PatriotismandActual Action: In recentyears,Hong Kong'spolitical andbusinesscircles

haveenthusiasticallyused"patriotism" astheir corepolitical slogan,frequentlyhostingvariousformalistic commemorative

exhibitionsof theAnti-JapaneseWar. However,whenconfrontingtheLoyalty Towerðthemostgrandandconcretephysical

warning of that eraðdeveloperstore it down for profit, while political groupsbranding themselvesas patriotic stayed

collectively silent, with not a single individual taking real action in the LegislativeCouncil or at the constructionsite to

protectthefoundation.

An EmptySymbol: This provesthat in a commercialsociety,"patriotism"and"history" areoften reducedto emptysymbols

usedto trade for political safety. Once the core economicinterestsof major conglomeratesare touched,real historical

footprintscanbeclearedawayas"waste"at anymoment.

III . LackingLiving Textbooks,WhatHasHongKong Lost?

Polandkept Auschwitz,allowing the world to stayvigilant againstthebanalityof evil; Nanjing keptLiji Lane,allowing the

world to rememberthe tramplingof humannatureby war; Hong Kong, however,choseto permanentlybury its historical

scarsbeneaththe luxuriousneonlights of the Peak. The disappearanceof this living historical textbookmeansHong Kong

haslost its mostpowerful,directspatialrefutationregardingthatperiodof "threeyearsandeightmonths." Whenthephysical

foundationno longerexists,future generationscanonly "imagine" the war throughthe glassdisplaycasesof museumsand

thecoldwordsof textbooks.

This decontextualizationof history easily leadsto the fading of collective memoryand the detachmentof emotion. This is

undoubtedlya massivetragedyfor modernHong Kong society: a commercialsocietythat worshipsnothingbut plot ratios

andluxury housingprofits, andwillingly erasesits own heaviesthistoricalmemories,will ultimately marchtowardcultural

andspiritualhollowizationamidsta bustlingjungleof reinforcedconcrete.

Thedisappearanceof theLoyalty Tower foundationwill serveasa textbookstainof commercialcapitaloverridinghistorical

justice,foreverrecordedin thehistoryof HongKong'sdevelopment.
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ͮ Νͫ ͦ́Θ̡ ͭ Β ͭ Π ͏͞Ώͭ ͌͞ ͦΐ́Ι̢ϐΪϊͭ
αϿϲϾϫοϘϿο Karl Jaspers ̪ͮ͊ͣͥ Die Schuldfrage ̫ͪͣ̓ͥ ̡͖ ͭ ̤

͋ ͭ Π ͘Ι̡ͭͮ ͖ΌΠ ͔͚Ι͞Ώ̡͎ͦͮͩ ̓ Ͼ Π ͞ͅΏͦ́Ι
ͧ ̢͖͞ ̡͖͖͊ ͉ͪ͐Ι ͩ ͧ ͭ Π ͘ 3͊ ̪ͭ ͭ
Negative Heritage ̫ɸɸϤϿϰϺϐͭΨάνϬϻΩωϊ ̡ ͭ ̡͖ͥ͜
ͭϥάϺώϾγϪϨϴϺ ͭ ɸɸͪ Π ͐Ι̡ͧ͜ΚΗ͋ ͉ͪ̓ͥ ͎ ͩΙ Π

͇ͥ̓Ι͒ͧͪ ͔ͤ͊ΚΙ̢ ͒ΚΗ3ͣͭ ͭ ̡ͮΊ͔̪ͪ ͩ ΄ͭ ̫͊Η̪ ͩ
̫΄ͧ Ι̡ ͩοϡεώϲ Π ͖ͥ̓Ι̢

̡ ͭοϡεώϲ ͭ ͊Η ͭ ΄ ͒ΚΗ3ͣͭ ͙ͮ̓Κΐ̡ Β
ϑχοϾϐΪϊ ͪΖΙ ͧ ͭ ͦ́Ι̡͋ ͉ͪ͐Ι ͤ͐ͧ ̡ͮ ͩι
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1. ϤϿϰϺϐϾΨάνϬϻΩωϊ ͭ ΄ͭ Ώͭ ϑχοϾϐΪϊ͋110
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̡ ͭ ͭ ̡ ͩͨͮ ͭΊΊ ͔Κͥ̓Ι̢ ͭϐΪϊͭ Ηΐ͒ͭ Π Κͥ ̡͌
̡͖ ͭ Π ̢͖ͥ͌͜͞Κͮ Π ̡͖ Π Θ̡ ͧ Π ͘Ι ͭ

ͭ ϰϺϐϥϿεͧͩͥ̓͢Ι̢̡͒͒ͦͮ ͭ ͧ ̡͋́ΗΔΙ ΖΘΐ ͪ ͊Κ
ͥ̓Ι̢
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ͦ́Ι̢ ͪ ͘Ι ͒͒ΐ ͦ ΐ ͩ ͪ ̡͖͊ͣͥ ͭ
Β ͭ ͪΖΙ ͭ ͪ ΐ ͔Κ̢̡͖͖͊͞ ̡ ̡ ͪ

͋ ͭ Π ͌ ̡͖̪͒ ͌͞ ͭ ̫Πΐͥ͢ ͪ ͖͞ ̡ ͪ ͭ ͭ
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̢ ͭ ̪ͭ Π Ίͦ ̓ Ι̫͞Ώ̡͖ͥ͜ ͭ Π ͖ͥ
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Greenlight to Erase History: The Destruction of the "Chureito" 

Foundation on Mount Cameron Exposes the Institutional Bias in 

Hong Kong's Heritage Conservation
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Greenlight to Erase History : The Destruction of the "Chureito" Foundation on

Mount Cameron Exposes the Institutional Bias in Hong Kong's Heritage

Conservation

Between2024and2026, a redevelopmentprojectatopBowenHill (alsoknown asMount Cameron)on Hong Kong Island

sparkedprofoundregretamonghistoriansandconservationists. 

Following the demolitionof the historic "CameronMansions,"the remainsof the Japanesemilitary's "Chureito" (Memorial

Tower)ðburied beneath the building's foundation for over 80 yearsðwere completely obliterated through the

"collaboration"betweenthedeveloperandtheAntiquitiesandMonumentsOffice (AMO). On thesurface,this appearedto be

a routine urbanrenewaldriven by a lack of "sufficient heritagevalue." However,a deeperanalysisof the underlyingplot

ratio trapsandcommerciallogic revealsthattotal excavationwasby no meansa technicalnecessity. Instead,it wasa shrewd

calculationby the developerto utilize the plot ratio to its absolutelimit and maximizeprofits, while the official heritage

ratingessentiallygreenlita multi-billion dollardevelopmentblueprint. 

I.TheCalculationof PlotRatio: Why Must theDeveloperDemolishtheFoundation?

 A commonpublic misconceptionis that sinceCameronMansionshasalreadybeendemolished,thedevelopercouldsimply

erect new buildings on the existing land. Why root out even the granite Chureito foundation, which is buried deep

undergroundwithout affecting the surfacelandscape?This involves the core rules of Hong Kong's real estategame: Plot

RatioandSiteCoverage. 

1.TheOld FoundationLimits the"MaximizedLayout" of theNew Building

 

The baseof the Japanesemilitary's Chureitowas immenselymassive,featuringa solid structurebuilt from heavygranite

blocks. 

WastedSpace: If this giant stonebasewere preserved,the newbuildingôsundergroundparking, utility piles, and lobby

supportpointswould all haveto accommodatethis 80-year-old, castle-tower-like historicalstructure. 

BasementDesignVariables: In the premiumhilltop luxury residentialmarket,the ability to build multi-story underground

garages,private wine cellars,or exclusiveclubhousesdirectly dictatesthe final propertyprice. Preservingthe foundation

meansthe developercannotexcavatedownward,effectively forfeiting vast amountsof "invisible area" that are excluded

from plot ratio calculationsbut significantlyboostpropertyvalue.

2. Profit Maximizationvia PlotRatioTransferandRe-planning 

After theCameronMansionssitechangedhands,thenewdeveloperwasboundto squeezeeverysingledropout of theplot's

statutoryplot ratio. 

StructuralSafety and RedevelopmentLoans: Utilizing an old foundationto build a new tower imposesextremelyhigh

thresholdsfor structuralapprovalfrom theBuildingsDepartmentandfor securingredevelopmentloansfrom banks.

The Commercial Logic of Starting Anew: To build ultra-modern, floor-to-ceiling glass hilltop mansionsaligned with

contemporarytycoonaesthetics,thedeveloperrequireda "blank slate."

 Only by completelydemolishingandleveling the Chureitobasecanthe site layout be perfectlyre-plannedto constructthe

maximumnumberof villas with themostexpansiveviews,yielding returnsin thebillions or tensof billions of dollars. 

II . The "PerfectCollaboration"BetweenOfficials andMerchants: DebasingHistorical Heritageas"Devoid of Conservation

Value" 

Behindthis multi-billion dollar development,therole of theAMOðsupposedlythegatekeeperof historyðhasbeenheavily

questioned. 
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Public opinion points out that under the guise of "procedural justice," authoritieshave effectively dismissedthe only

landmarkof Japanesecolonial rule in Hong Kong as having no heritagevalue, evenusing the "incompletenatureof the

foundationstructure"asa pretext. However,whetherit lacksvaluedoesnot requireexpertjudgment; anyHongKong citizen

with a basiccivic educationis fully capableof makingthatassessment. 

1.The2025"Toothpaste-Squeezing"Archaeology: A RitualisticCompromise 

In early2025, licensedarcheologistsexcavatingthe foundationat theCameronMansionsconstructionsitediscoveredmetal

military swords,stonetablets,andotherGochinmotsu(ritual offeringsto appeasetheearth)buriedby RensukeIsogaiduring

theJapaneseoccupation. 

Theunearthingof thesemilitary swordsshouldhavebeena monumentalhistoricaldiscoverythatstunnedall of HongKong,

servingasconclusiveevidenceof the foundation'simmensehistoricalandarcheologicalvalue. However,the Antiquitiesand

MonumentsOffice (AMO) andthedeveloperadopteda strategyof "retrievingthetreasureswhile abandoningthesite":

 DecouplingArtifacts from theSite: Officials swiftly confiscatedtheswordsandstonetablets,subsequentlydeclaringto the

public that"artifactsof valuehavebeenproperlypreserved." 

Depreciatingthe Base'sValue: The remainingmassivegranitebasewascategorizedas "merely fragmentsof concreteand

stoneblocks," "lacking independentarchitecturalaesthetics,"and "devoid of value for in-situ preservation." Throughthis

decontextualizedinterpretation,a completehistoricalsitewasdismantledinto "a few artifacts"and"a pile of rubble." 

2. The Tacit Agreementof "No Grading": A TechnicalGreenlightvia AdministrativeMeansUnder Hong Kong'scurrent

heritageconservationframework, only structuresdesignatedas "Declared Monuments"enjoy absoluteimmunity from

demolition. CameronMansions itself did not fall into this category, and the undergroundChureito foundation was

consistentlygiventhecoldshoulderduringthegradingevaluationprocess. 

If the AMO were to classify the foundationasa historic building, the developercould legally demandexorbitantfinancial

compensationor a "land exchange,"which would heavily burdenthe government'sfinances. Consequently,the authorities

choseto technicallyrule that its "conservationvaluewasinsufficient." Following this, theHongKong governmentlogically

issuedan approval in May 2026, allowing the foundationto be completelydemolishedand leveled. This administrative

procedureobjectivelyclearedall legalobstacles,giving thedeveloper'sprojecta flawlessgreenlight. 

III . TheHistoricalCostBeneathProfits: Erasing"NegativeHeritage" 

Historiansfrequently invoke the conceptof "Negative Heritage"ðstructuresthat documentaggression,humiliation, and

atrocities. The conservationvalue of suchheritagelies not in its "aestheticappeal,"but in its capacityto serveasa "grim

reminder." 

The foundationof the Chureitoon Mount Cameronin Hong Kong stoodas the most direct spatial ironclad proof of the

occupationandthe fall of HongKong during the"threeyearsandeightmonths"underJapaneserule. Driven by commercial

interests,the developerðseekingimmenseprofits from luxury real estateðnaturally could not toleratean "unlucky" and

planning-obstructive Japanesemilitary relic remaining on the site. Meanwhile, the regulatory authorities, aiming to

accommodateurbandevelopmentand avoid conflicts of interestwith the businesssector,optedfor the easiestpath: non-

intervention. 

The ultimate consequenceof this tacit collaborationbetweenofficials and businessis that history hasbeenlocked inside

museumglassdisplaycases(the swordsand stonetablets),whereasthe physicalsite (the foundation)ðwhich carriedthis

pieceof history andcould haveservedasa landmarkfor collectivememoryandpatriotic educationðhasvanishedforever

beneaththe foundationsof luxury peak mansions. The defeat in this "Battle for Mount Cameron'sHistory" once again

exposesthe weaknessand compromiseof Hong Kong's heritageconservationsystemwhen confrontedwith massivereal

estateeconomicinterests.
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΄ͭ ϥάϺώϾγϪϨϴϺ̪ ̫ ͊Η Ι
ͭ

2024 ͊Η2026 ̡ͪ͊͐ͥ ϣάήϺ ϥάϺώϾγϪϨϴϺ ͦ ΝΚ͞ ̡ͮ
Β ͭ ͪ ̓ ͧ ΘΠΐ͞Η̢͖͞

̪γϪϨϴϺϾϥϺνϮϺ ̫͋ Θ ͔ΚΙͧ ̡ͪͭ͜ ͪ80 ΐ
Κͥ̓͞ ̪ͭ ̫ ΐ̡ύϠϴωϘϿͧ ̪ͭ ̫ͪΖͥ͢
ΐ͎ͩ ͔Κ̢͞ ̡̪͌ͮ ͩ ̫͋ͩ̓ͧ̓ͅ ͪΖΙ ͭ ͪ ͍ͩ̓
̢̡͖͖͊ͭ͜ ͪ́Ι Plot Ratio ͭ ͧ ͭ Π ͎ ͘Κ̡ͯ ͭ
ͮ ͩ ̡͎ͦͮͩύϠϴωϘϿ̪͋ Π Ίͦ ̓ Θ̡ Π ͘Ι̫͞Ώͭ
ͩ ͦ́͒ͧ͋͢͞ ͇͎ͥΙ̢͖ͥ͜ ͪΖΙ ̡ͮ ͪ ͭ ϐϲ ͭ

ͪ Π ͘ ͧͩͭͦ́͢͞Ι̢

̡ ͭ ͩ͛ύϠϴωϘϿͮ Π ͚͕ΙΠ ͩ͊ͭ͊͢͞

ͪͮ ͭΖͩͅ ͋́Ι̢̪γϪϨϴϺϾϥϺνϮϺ͋ ͔Κͭͦ́͞Κ̡ͯύϠϴωϘϿͮ
ͭ ͪͭ͜ΊΊ ϚϲΠ ͥΚ̢ͯ̓̓ͭͦͮͩ̓͊ͩ͛ ͪ ͎ ΐΚ̡ ͭ ͪ ͖ͩ̓
̬ͭ ̭ Ίͦ ͍͒͜ ͘Ι ͋́Ι̫ͭ͊ͧ̓ͅ ̢͒͟Κ̡ͪͮ ͭ θϿ

ϧͭ ͩϲϿϲͦ́Ι̪ ̫̪ͧ Ά̓ Site Coverage ̫͋ Ρͦ̓Ι̢

1. ͭ ͋ ̪ͭ ̫Π ͘Ι ̡ ͋ ̓͞ ͭ ͮ Ώͥ ͦ
́Θ̡ ͩ ͭϝϴωεͦ ͔Κ͞ ͩ ͭ Ί͢͞ ͦ́Ι̢

ͭ ΐ͖͒ͭ ͩ Θͭ Π ͘Κ̡ͯ ͖̓ ͭ ̡ νοόϧ̡ϴϚϿ
ͭ ̡ͩͨ͘΅ͥΠ80 ͭ ͭΖͩͅ ͪ Ν͚ͩ͐ΚͯͩΗ͎ͩͩΙ̢

ͧ̓ͅ ͦ́Ι ͭ ̡͉ͪ̓ͥ ͭ ̡ϞϰΪϠϿώ϶ΪϺρ
ϰϿ̡́Ἰͮ εϰϝϖάοΠ ͦ͌Ι̡͊ͨ͊ͮͅ ͭ ͩ Π ͘Ι̢ ͭ

̡ͮύϠϴωϘϿ͋ Π ͦ͌ͩ̓͒ͧΠ ̡͖ ͪͮ ͔Κͩ̓ΐ̡ͭͭ Π
ͪ ͌ ͑Ι͒ͧ͋ͦ͌Ι ̪ͭ Κ͞ ̫Π ͘Ι͒ͧͪ ̢͖̓

2. ͭ ͧ ͪΖΙ

γϪϨϴϺϾϥϺνϮϺͭ ͋ ͔Κ͞ ̡ ͩ͞ύϠϴωϘϿ̡ͮ ͭ Π̪
ΐ ͔͙ ̓ Ι̫ ̢͋́͢͞

ͭ ͧ ϴϿϺ ̓ Π ͖ͥ ϚϲΠ ͘Ι ̡ ͮ ͭ
Β ͭ ϴϿϺ͉ͪ̓ͥ Ώͥ ̓ϖϿϐϲͪ ͘Ι̢

οεϰωϞϾΨϺϐϾϚϲϐͭ ͭ ͭ ͪϥωχ̡͖͞ βϰο Θͭ ϩφϺͩ
Π ͘Ι͞Ώ̡ͪͮύϠϴωϘϿͮ Π̪ ͔Η ̫ͭ ͪ͘Ι ̢͋́͢͞

ͭ Π ͪ Ͼ ͖ͥ Ώ̡ͥ ͭ Β Π ΐ ͩ ͦ ̡ͦ͌ ΐ ͎
ͭ ̡ ΐ ͐͞ ̡́Ἰͮ ϐϲͪ Ι Πΐ͞Η͘ ͭ Π ͥΙ͒ͧ͋ ͧ
ͩΙͭͦ́Ι̢

̡ ͧ ̪ͭ ͩ ̫ Π̪ ͖̫ͩͧ

͒ͭ ͭ ͭ ̡ͦ ͮ ͭ Θ ͦ́Ι΅͌ ͭ ͪ ̓ ͭ ͋ ͐ΗΚͥ̓Ι̢

͋ ͘ΙΖ̡ͪͅ ͮ ̪ͭ ͌ ̫ͧ̓ͅΰϝϰϿώͪ Ύ̡͒ͧͦ ͪ ͦ
ͭ ͭ ͭϰϺϐϥϿεΠ̪ ͖͞ ̫ͮͩ̓ͧ Θ ̡͔ͥΗ̪ͪͮ ͋
ͦ́Ι̫͒ͧΠ ͭ ̢̡͖͖͖ͧ͊͒͞Κ͋ ͪ ͘Ι ͭͩ̓ΐͭͭ͊ͨ͊ͮ͟͢͞ͅ

̡ ͭ Π ͏Ίͦΐ̢ͩ̓ ͭ Π ͐͞ ͦ́Κ̡ͯ ΐ͋ͦͪ͘ Η Π ͚
ͥ̓Ι͙ͮͦ́Ι̢
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1. 2025 ̪ͭ ͖ ͌ Θ ̫ ͩ

2025 ̡ϰΪρϺοΠ ͣ ͋γϪϨϴϺϾϥϺνϮϺͭ ͦ Π Θ ͖͒͞
̡ ͪ ͪΖͥ͢ ΏΗΚ͔ͧ͞ΚΙ ͭ Β ̪ͩͨͭ

͓͠Ρΐͣ ̫Π ̢͖͞

̪ ͭ ̡̫ͮ ͦ́Κͯ Π Ι͋͘ ͩ ͦ́Θ̡ ͋ Ώͥ ̓ Ͼ
Π ͖ͥ̓Ι͒ͧΠ ͘Ιͪ ͩΐ̢̡͖͖ͭͦ́͊͢͞ ͧύϠϴωϘϿ̪ͮ ͮ

Θ̡ ͮ ͥΙ̫ͧ̓ͅ Π̢ͧ͢͞

ͧ ͭ Θ ͖ ͮ Β͊ͪ Β Π ̡͖ͭ͜ ̪ ͭ́Ι ͮ ͪ ͔Κ̫͞
ͧ ͪ ̢͖͞

ͭ ͔Κ͞ ͩ ͭ ̡̪ͪͣ̓ͥͮ ͩΙιϺεϱϿώͧ ͭ ̫̪
͖͞ ͪ ͐Ι̫̪ ͭ ͖̫ͩͧ Ώ̢͒ͭ͞Ζ̪ͩͅ ͭ ͍ Θ ιϺόεοώ
̫ͪΖΙ Π ̡͗ͥ ͦ́Ι΅͌ Π̪ ͭ ̫̪ͧ ͭβϳγ̫΄ͧ ͖ͭ͞
ͦ́Ι̢

2. ̪ ͖̫͐ͩͭ ͭ ͪΖΙ ͩ

ͭ ͭ ̡͉ͪ̓ͥ ͩ Π ͦ͌Ι̪ͭͮ Declared
Monuments ̫ͪ ͔Κ͞ ͭΌͦ́Ι̢γϪϨϴϺϾϥϺνϮϺ ͮ͒Κͪ ̡͚͙ ͭ

ΐ ͐ ͭϞϴρο͉ͪ̓ͥ ͪΝ͞Θ ͩ ͔Κ̢ͥ͌͞

ΐ͖ ͋͒ͭ Π ͖ͧͥ ͘Κ̡ͯύϠϴωϘϿͮ ͪ ̡ͤ͌ ̪ͭ ̫
Β Π ͦ͌ΙΖͪͩͅΘ̡͒Κͮ ͭ Π ͪ ͔͚Ι͒ͧͪͩΙ̢ͭ͜͞Ώ̡
ͮ ̪ͪ ͖ͧͥͭ ͋ ͖ͥ̓Ι̫ͧ ͘Ι Π Ρ̢͖ͥ͟͜ ͮ2026 5
̡ ͭ ͖ͧͥ ͩ Ͼ ͭ Π ̢͖͒ͭ͞ ͭ ̡͌ͮ ͪ͘΅ͥͭ

Π ͪ ̡͖ύϠϴωϘϿͭ ΄ Π ̢͒ͧͧͩ͘͢͞

̡ ͭ ͪ́Ι ͖ ΗΚ̪͞ ͭ ̫

Η͖͖̪ͮͯͯ ͭ Negative Heritage ̫ͧ̓ͅ Π ͘Ι̢ Β ̡ Π
͖͞ ͭ ̡̪ͮ ͖͔̫ͪ́Ι̡͎̪ͭͦͮͩ Ώ ̫ͪ́Ιͧ̓ͅ ͇ ̢͟

ͭϥάϺώϾγϪϨϴϺ ͭ ̡ͮ ̪ͭ3 8Ͻ ̫͉ͪ͐Ι ͭ ΐ ͩ
̢ͦ́͢͞ ͭ ͭΐ̡ͧ ͊Η ͩ Π Ζͧ͘ͅΙύϠϴωϘϿͪͧͥ͢

̡ ̪ͪ ͋ ͎̫͊ͣ ͭ ͪͩΙ ͭ Π ͒ͧͩͨ͘ ̢ͦ͌ͩ͊͢͞
̡ ͮ ΄ͭ Ό Ν͚Β̡ ͧͭ Π ͐Ι͞Ώ̡ ΐ ͭ Ί̪ͩ̓
̫ͭ Π ̢͖͞

͒ͭ ͭ ͭ ϞϳΪ͋ ͪΐ͞Η͖͞ ̢ͮ͒͟ͅ ͮ ͭβϰοηϿο ͧ
ͭ ͪ ͗ ΏΗΚ̡ͭ͜ Π ̡͖ Β ͭϰϺϐϥϿεͧͩΘ ͞

͙ͮͭ ͩ ̡ͮ ͭ ͭ ΄ͧ ͪ ͇ ̢̪͢͞ϥάϺώϾγϪϨϴϺ
ͭ ̫ͭ ̡ͮ ͩ Π ͖ͪͧ͌ͭ͞ ͭ ͭ ͔ͧ Π̡
Ώͥ ͌ Θ̢͖ͪ͞
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1945 ̢ ̪ ̫
̢

Following theliberationof HongKong in 1945, RearAdmiral Cecil Harcourtandseniormilitary officials took a groupphoto

at the foot of theGovernor'sHousestaircase. It canbeobservedthat the"ThreeLines" designat thecenterof thestaircaseis

identicalto thatof theChureito,bothcarryingJapaneseculturalsymbolism.

1945 ͭ ̡ρνϲϾϖϿιϿώ ͧ ͋͞͠ ͭ ͭ ͦ Π ̢͢͞
͒͊͜Η̡ ͪ́Ι̪ ̫ ͭύμΪϺ͋ ͭ ͧ ͖͉ͥΘ̡͙̓Κΐ ͭ Π
Ρͦ̓Ι͒ͧ͋ ͦ͌Ι̢
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1945 ̢

TheChureitoin 1945. (ColorizedPhoto1)

1945 ͭ ̢ αϰϿ 1
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1945 ̢

TheChureitoin 1945. (ColorizedPhoto2)

1945 ͭ ̢ αϰϿ 2
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̪ ̫ ̢ ̢

A stonemasoncraftingthegiantChinesecharacter" " (Tower) for theChureito. Thecharacterwasassembledfrom

overtenmassivesquarestoneblocksbeforethegrandtower inscriptionwascarved.

ͪ ͔ΚΙ ̪ͩ ̫ͭ Π ͘Ι ̢͒ͭ ͮ10 ͭ ͩ ͭ ͭϝϴ
ωεΠ Ό Ν͚ͥ ΗΚ̡ͭ͜ ͪ ͩ ͋ ΊΚ̢͞
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1945 ̢

TheChureitoin 1945. (ColorizedPhoto3)

1945 ͭ ̢ αϰϿ 3



Acta Scientrium Ngensis 2026

1947 ̢

Photoof theChureitobeingdemolishedin 1947. (ColorizedPhoto)

1947 ͪ ͋ Ͼ ͔Κ͞ ͭ ̢ αϰϿ
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̢
̢

Fragmentsof theChureitodiscoveredin the junglesof Mount Cameronon HongKong Island,servingasa witnessto the

historicaleventeightyyearsagowhenthehalf-built towerstructurewasblown up.

Ͼ ϥάϺώϾγϪϨϴϺ ͭξϪϺζϲ ͦ ͔Κ͞ ͭ ̢͒ΚΗ̡ͮ80 ͪ
͖͊ ͔Κͥ̓ͩ͊͢͞ ͋ ͔Κ͞ ͭ ͦ́Ι̢
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̪ ̫

 Historical Background and the Burying of the "Go -Shizumono"

 ̪ͧ ̫ ͭ



Acta Scientrium Ngensis 2026

1942 12 8 ̪ ̫ ̪ ̫ ̢
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Historical Background and the Burying of the "Go -Shizumono" (Ritual Implements)

On December8, 1942, the Japanesearmy held a "Ji-chinsai" (groundbreakingceremony)for the "Chureito" (Loyalty

Memorial Tower) atop BowenHill on Hong Kong Island. The military sword servedasa grandsymbol: the Japanese

authoritiescommissioneda masterswordsmithto forgeit specificallyfor thispurpose. JapaneseGovernorIsogaiRensuke

andotherhigh-rankingofficials personallyburiedthe sword,alongwith stonetabletsandwoodenartifacts,beneaththe

tower'sfoundation. Acting asthe"Go-Shizumono"(objectsto pacify thelandandtower),theysymbolizedthecontinuous

victoriesof theImperialArmy andits colonialabsoluterule overHongKong.

TheRumorandDisappearanceof theLoyalty MemorialTower'sSacredImplements

After World War II, theLoyalty MemorialTowerwasdemolishedvia explosivesby theBritish HongKong Government

in 1947, andtheoriginal sitewaslater redevelopedinto the luxury residentialcomplex,CameronMansions. For decades,

the locationof themilitary swordremainedunknown,deterioratinginto anurbanlegendrumoredto behiddenalongside

treasuresor classifieddocuments. Theturningpoint for its archaeologicalunearthingarrivedin 2025: CameronMansions

commenceddemolition and redevelopmentin 2024. During archaeologicalmonitoring at the constructionsite in early

2025, researcherschippedthroughthe remaininggranitefoundationof the Loyalty Memorial Tower, finally discovering

themetallicsword,stonetablets,andwoodenfragmentsenclosedwithin a stonebox.

In 2025, theAntiquitiesandMonumentsOffice confirmedthis discovery,with expertssteppingin to conductrestoration

andresearchon the relics. Subsequently,in May 2026, theHongKong Governmentissueda consentagreement,leading

to the completedemolition and leveling of the last remainingfoundationof the Loyalty Memorial Tower. The entire

conservationprocessendedinstantly before it could evenbegin or be debated. The discoveryof this "soul-pacifying

sword" brought no genuinepleasantsurprise; instead,it merely allowed certain parties to "check a box" for their

assignments. The historical mysterywas solved,and so arrived the perfectmomentto completelyerasethe historical

relic. This regretis now irreversible,yet it leavesroomfor profoundreflection. Tragically, theplacewherewe mustlook

for this reflectionlies far awayfrom HongKongð1,179kilometersaway,in theformercapitalof theRepublicof China,

at theNanjingLiji LaneComfortWomenAsylum Old Site,wherethetrueanswersawait.

̪ ̫
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1942 12 8 ̡ ͮ ͭ ϣϿήϺϾϙϲ ̪ͪͥ ̫ͭ Π Θ ̢͢͞
͋ ͘Ιΐͭ ͮ ͪ ͗ͥ͒ͭ ͭ͞Ώͪ ͩ Π ̡͔͚ ͭ Ͼ
Η͋ Η̡ Β ͩͨͭ ͧͧΐͪ ͭ ΄ͧ Ώ̢͒͞ΚΠ̪ Π ΏΙ ̫ͧ

̡͖ ͭ ͭ ͧ ͪ ͘Ι ͭ ͖ͧͭͦ́͞Ι̢

ͭ ͪΊͣΝΙ ͧ

̡ ͮ1947 ͪΪδϱο ͪΖͥ͢ Ͼ ͔Κ̡ͭ͜ ͪͮ ϥϺνϮ
Ϻ̪γϪϨϴϺϾϥϺνϮϺ ̫͋ ͔Κ̢͞ ͭ ͮ ͪΝ͞Θ ͧͩΘ̡
Β ͋ ͔Κͥ̓Ιͧ̓ͅ ͧ ̢͖ͥ̓͞2025 ͭ ΄ͭ γϪϨϴϺϾϥϺ
νϮϺͮ2024 ͪ Ͼ ͋ Ί̢͢͞ ͋ ͦ Π ͥ̓ͧ͒͢͞Λ̡2025 ̡ ͖
ͥ̓͞ ͭ ͭ Π Θ ̓͞ ̡ͣ̓ͪ ͭ ͊Η ͭ ̡ ̡͖ͥ͜ ͭ Π

̢͖͞

2025 ̡ ͮ͒ͭ Π ͧ Ώ̡ ͪΖΙ ͭ ͧ ͋ ΏΗΚ
̢͖͖͊ͭ͜͞ ̡ ͮ2026 5 ͪ Π ̡͖ͭ͜ ͪ ͗ͥͅ ͔Κͥ̓͞ ͭ Π

ͪ ̡͖ ̢͖ͪ͞ ́Ι΅͌ ͭϞϴρο̡ͮ ͔ΚΙ͒ͧΐ̡ ͔ΚΙ͒ͧΐͩ
̓ΊΊ̡ ͪ ΝΘΠ ̢͇̪͞ ͭ ̫ͭ ̡ͮ ͌Β ͺΠΐ͞Η͘ΐͭͦͮ ̡͖͎ͥͩΎ͖Λ

ͭ ̪ͪ͞͠υοε ̫ͭ ̓ Π ͇ͪ͞ ̢͍ͩ̓ ͭ ͮ ͌ ͔͊Κ̡ ̡ͪ ͭ
Π ΐ͎ͩ ͖ Ι ͋ Κͭͦ́͞Ι̢͒ͭ ͮΐͮΒ Θ ͖ͭͣ͊ͩ̓ΐ̡ͭͧͩ͋͢͞ ͮ͞͠

͘Ι͒ͧ͋ͦ͌Ι̢̡͖ͭ͟͜͞ ͭ ̡ͮ ͊Η1179γϴϨϿώϲΐ Κ͞ ɸɸ͊ͣͥ
ͭ ͦ́͢͞ ̪ͭ ̫ͭ ̡ͪ͒ͭ͜͜ ͇͋ ͥ̓͢Ι̢ͭ͟

̪ͧ ̫ ͭ
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Alleyway of Frozen Tears: The Complete History of the Former 

Nanjing Liji Lane Comfort Women Asylum Site 

͋ ͖͞ ͭ
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̢
Imageof theComfortWomenAsylum SiteMuseumat Lijiang Lane,Nanjing. (1)

ͭ ̢ 1
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̢
Imageof theComfortWomenAsylum SiteMuseumat Lijiang Lane,Nanjing. (2)

ͭ ̢ 2
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̢
̢ 

At themainsiteof theLijiang LaneComfortWomenAsylumMuseumin Nanjing,a bronzestatuestandsin memoryof

the female victims. The statuedepictsendlessweepingand profound sorrow, condemningthe Japanesemilitary's

coercivemethodsthatforcedvirtuouswomeninto prostitution,plungingtheminto boundlesssuffering.
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