s Sfak7n /Z' zm
B S Rorwmsemrid .




The Loyal Souls Toweri The Eternal Barrier

A Study on the Preservation and Demolition of the Nanjing Liji Lane
Comfort Women Asylum, the Hong Kong Loyal Souls Tower, and the
Auschwitz Concentration Camp
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Prologue
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RaymondAron 19051983
I L'argentpeutacheterbeaucoupde chosesmaisil ne peutpasacheten'histoire
Un paysqui vendsonhistoire,ou qui permetqu'ellesoit achetéegstun payssansameo
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The renownedFrenchthinker and masterof sociology, RaymondAron (1905 1983, onceremarked
whendiscussingnhationalsovereigntyandhistoricalculture i L ' a pegitachedtetbeaucouple choses,
maisil ne peutpasacheten’histoire Un paysqui vendsonhistoire,ou qui permetqu'elle soit achetée,
estun payssansameo (Money canbuy manythings,but it cannotbuy history A countrythatsellsits
history, or allowsits historyto be bought,is a countrywithoutasoul) ...
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The completedappearancef the Chureito (Loyal Souls Tower) shownin the image is reconstructecbasedon the
original designblueprintsfrom thatera The Hong Kong Military Governmentuled Hong Kong with the postureof a
new colonist, evendreamingof an authoritarianrule over Hong Kong that would last for generationsvhile promoting
Imperial cultureandeducationLittle did theyexpectthattheir reignwould lastonly threeyearsandeightmonths
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The Chureito(Loyal SoulsTower) on Mount Cameronin Hong Kong, whoseincompletehalf-built tower structurewas
demolishedy explosivesn 1947, hadits original foundationfully preservedntactfor aslongas80 years It servedasa

historicalsymbolof the threeyearsandeightmonthsof the Japaneseccupatiorof Hong Kong. Today,it hascompletely
vanished
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In the past,the baseof the Chureitocould be seenfrom afarthroughthe treetopslooking at the exactsamespot

now, the scenes completelyempty.
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the Soul of History Succumbsto RuthlessReal Estate Rules
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Preamble

When the Soul of History Succumbsto RuthlessReal Estate Rules

After completingthis specialfeatureon the studyof Hong Kong architectureduring the Japaneseccupatiorperiod stead it
leavesbehindanindescribabldeeling of absurdityandsorrow

The greatestirony of history is often not the tragediesof the past,but how the living treatthe remnantsof thosetragedies
today

Looking at Hong Kong now, the stageis crowdedwith numeroused-cappedycoonsandpoliticiansshouting”patriotism™ at
thetop of their lungs Yet, strippingawaythatgrandexteriorrevealsnothingbut a crowd of opportunistic,calculatingfence
sitters In late July 2025 whenthe "CenotaphFoundation“on Mount Camerod the mostcentralandirreplaceablecultural
relic of World War Il in Hong Kongd was completelydemolishedjts granitefacadestrippedaway, leavingonly a barren
mound,these"patriots” who usuallyspouthistoricalrighteousnesgell into a telling silence "Fortunately,somegroupsfrom
the 'whateverbureawd with monthly salariesrangingfrom HKD $83,977 to $1220435 previouslycameforward to 'speak

up for justice:" By declaringthatthe site held "no historicalvalue,"they greenlit the projectunderthe guiseof "procedural
justice,"makingeverythinglegal, reasonableandcompliant!

In this gamblebetweenhistory and capital,developergaid a staggeringdKD 5 billion to successfullybid for andclearthe
land Following this is a luxury residentialsalesplan setto rise directly uponthe remainsof a site of historical blood and
tears In the face of a massive5-billion-dollar commercialinterest,the high-profile rhetoric of cultural preservationand
historical dignity usually paradedaroundwas instantly trampledinto worthlessnessThey choseto kneel before capital,
allowing the physicalhistory of the "threeyearsandeight months"to vanishentirely from Hong Kong'smap,all to clearthe
harborview for future multi-millionaires

Whatis evenmoreironical is thatthis very groupof cleverindividual® who stoodby asthe relic wasdestroyedo caterto
developerd subsequenthassumed sanctimoniougpose They requestedhe returnof the decayedwood, rustediron, and
brokenstonesburiedbeneaththe foundationfor over 80 years,solemnlyproclaimingthey would placethemin museumso
"promotepatrioticeducatior Is this true patriotism,or justa political show?

If the physicalarchitecturalevidenceof the Japanes@vasionof Chinacanbe casuallyerasedandif anauthentichistorical
site canmakeway for a 5-billion-dollar luxury housingproject,how muchcredibility doesso-called"history education'have
left? When the "soul" of history evaporatesunderthe dual pressuref capital and power, what remainsis nothing but
"historical cosmeticsd spinelessandopento any manipulation

History will remembethis day:. It will remembemnot only theleveledmound,but alsothe facesof thosewho stayedsilentor

evendefendedhe movein the faceof a 5-billion-dollar profit. This city, in the end,still placesthe rulesof real estateabove
thedignity of history.
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1941 1945

The Governor of the Occupied Territory 6f Hong Kong
during the Japaneseoccupationperiod from 1941to 1945
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1886-1967

18861967 1941 12 1942 2 20 ol

1947 ‘
1952 .

Lieutenant General Rensukelsogai (18861967)

LieutenantGeneralRensukelsogai (18861967) officially assumedbffice asthe "Governorof the OccupiedTerritory of

Hong Kong" on February20, 1942 after JapaneséorcescapturedHong Kong in Decemberl941 During his reign of over
threeyears,he engagedn economicplunder,forcibly abolishedthe Hong Kong dollar, and introducedJapanesenilitary

handprinted currency (military yen) as the legal tenderto aggressivelystrip Hong Kong of its wealth This causedthe
military yen to hyperinflate and eventually become worthless scrap paper During his tenure, he also organizedthe
constructionof the Chureita To implementa puppetadministrationin Hong Kong, he establishedthe "Two Chinese
Associations,"organizing the "Chinese RepresentativeCouncil" and the "Chinese CooperativeCouncil" to recruit pro-

Japanes€hinesemerchantandgentry,suchasChanLim-pakandRobertKotewall, to helpmaintainorde® exemplifyinga
policy of "loving JapanjJoving Hong Kong, and using Chineseto governChinese' He later orderedthe remodelingof the
Governor'sHouse,undertakingarge scaleexpansionsndrenovationf the Hong Kong Governor'sHousein Central(now
GovernmentHouse),addingprominentJapaneseowersand Wa-shoku(Japanesstyle) bedroomsan architecturaktyle that
remainsto this day. In 1947 a court sentencedim to life imprisonmentfor war crimes He was sentto SugamoPrisonin

Tokyo to servehis sentenceindwas subsequentlyeleasedn parolein 1952
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ONG KONG GOVERNMENT B

HISTORICAL SCALE MODE!

: L

This specialfeatureutilizes Al technologyto reconstructmodelsof the JapaneseccupiedHong Kong Governor'sHouseand the
Chureito'sbase During the Japanes@ccupation,the Japanes&overnor,LieutenantGeneralRensukelsogai, broughtin a young
Japanesengineerand architectnamedSeiichi Fujimura to simultaneouslydesignthe "Chureito" on Bowen Hill and overseethe
remodelingof the "Hong Kong Governor'sHouse" By observingthe integrationof the "Teikan-shiki" (Imperial Crown style) design
andtherepresentativéThreelLines" style design,it becomesvidentthatthe former Chureitobaseon Mount Cameronandthe Hong
Kong Governor'sHouseare, in fact, closelyintertwinedarchitecturatemnantsf the Japaneseccupation
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1889 1947

18891947 1944 .
1944 12 1945 2
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Lieutenant General Hisakazu Tanaka (18891947

LieutenantGeneralHisakazuTanaka(18831947): By late 1944 asthe Allies achievedconsecutivevictoriesin the Pacific
theater,US military aircraft beganfrequentbombingsof JapaneseccupiedHong Kong. To strengtherthe joint defenseof
SouthChinaandHong Kong andto guardagainsta US landing, the Imperial Japanesé&rmy GeneralHeadquarterslecided
to adjustits personnelln Decemberl944 Rensukelsogaiwastransferredo Taiwan In Februaryl1945 HisakazuTanaka
officially took on the role of Governorof the Occupied Territory of Hong Kong while concurrently serving as the
"Commanderof the 23rd Army," becomingthe highestJapaneseommandein SouthChinawith a dualidentity. After the
war, Tanakawas arrestedby the Nationalist Governmentand stoodtrial for severecrimescommittedin Guangdongand
HongKong. His primary chargesncluded The GreatBombingof Guangzhod duringthe 1938offensivein Guangdonghe
orderedover a hundredaircraft to carry out indiscriminatebombings,causingover 100,000 civilian casualties The St
Stephen'€ollegeMassacré duringthe captureof Stanley,HongKongin 1941, he condonechis troopsbayonetingover 60
woundedsoldiersandrapingandmurderingseveraforeign doctorsandnurses The Tortureand Executionof Allied Pilotsd
after membersof the US Flying Tigers (suchas Major Hokke) parachutechearHong Kong when their planeswere shot
down, they were brutally tortured and secretly executedby his subordinates Following the trial by the Nationalist
Governmentthe Military Tribunalfor the Trial of War Criminalsin Guangzhowsentencedhim to deathin October1946
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1945

In the postwar period of 1945 the military governmentreoccupyingHong Kong decidedto demolishthe uncompleted
Chureito(Loyal SoulsTower). TheimageshowsthreeBritish military officersinspectingthe Chureitosite
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In late July 2025 the baseof the Chureitowascompletelydemolishedandthe tangiblehistory of the "threeyearsandeight
months"vanishedentirely. As the mostcrucial cultural relic for discussion®n Hong Kong'sWorld War Il history, its total
disappearancks a bitter irony thatauthentichistory ultimately succumbedo ruthlesscommercialrules
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The Vanished Foundation of the Hong Kong Chureito and the
Fracture of Historical Memory
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Introduction:

The Vanished Foundation of the Hong Kong Chureito and the Fracture of Historical Memory

When we witnessthe meticulouspreservatiorof the Comfort WomenMemorial Hall at Lijiang Lane in Nanjing and the
inscriptionof P o | a AudchvatzConcentratiorCampasa World Heritagesite, the historicallenspansbackto Hong Kong,
leavingbehinda profoundregre® the completeobliterationof the HongKong Chureito(Loyal SoulsTower).

It is crucial to notethat this humiliating monolith, symbolizingthe Japanes@vasionand brutal occupationof Hong Kong,

was not torn down amidstthe civil outrageor political purgesof theimmediatepostwar colonial era,wheneverythingwas
still waiting to berebuilt The ultimateirony of historylies in the fact thattoday,in the 21st century,while nationsworldwide
utilize thesewartime remnantsfor humanrights and peaceeducation this historicallandmarld which bore witnessto the
immense suffering of Hong Kong's "three years and eight months" under Japanesauled has long been completely
dismantledunderthe relentlesswheelsof urbandevelopmentleavingnot a singletrace Evenwhenthe subterraneatisoul

calming sword" (Zhenling Dao) was unearthedand extracted,what meaningdoesit carry anymore?It feels as tragically
absurdasleadinga calf througha slaughterhousegnly to guideits motherright into the abattoir..

This starkcontrasiof "otherspreservingwhile we erase'reflectsseveraldeepseatedsocialandcultural phenomena
The Overridingof Historical Value by EconomicPragmatism

ThroughoutHong K o n gdévelopmentaltrajectory over the past decades,'land value" and "economic returns" have
consistentlytaken precedenceWhen a historical remnantsteepedn painful memoriesclashedwith highly lucrative real
estatedevelopment,a pragmatic mindsetinvariably choseto "look forward" by leveling spacesof immensehistorical
significance This exposesa collective absenceof heritage preservationawarenessvhen confronted with commercial
interests

SelectiveAmnesiaof Local Wartime Memory: The ruinsin Nanjing and Polandare backedby powerful nationalnarratives
and a collective political will to maintaina fortified line againstforgetting Conversely,HongK o n gvarsme history has
long occupieda marginalizedor awkward position in mainstreamhistorical discourse The demolition of the Chureito
foundationreflectsa societalneglectof local resistancendcivilian suffering Whena city lacksthe capacityto gazedeeply
into its own history of traumai,its ruins are dismissedmerely as "unlucky debris" ratherthan embracedas "classroomsor
educatior'

The EvasivePsychologyof "Out of Sight, Out of Mind":

As many initially assumedthereis a pervasivesocietalmentality that clearing away bad memoriessomehoweraseshe
underlying humiliation Yet, the destructionof the Chureito foundationdoes not causethe atrocities committed by the
Japaneseilitary in Hong Kong, the St. Stephen'sCollege massacreor the Silver Mine Bay massacreo vanish This act
preciselyexposeour lack of collectivecouragé unlike Polandor Germany to confronthistoricaluglinessandpain head
on.

The disappearancef the Hong Kong Chureitoservesas a cautionarytale It remindsus that when historicalremnantsare
utterly erasedwhatwe loseis not merelya stonefoundation We losethe opportunityfor future generationgo standcloseto
atangiblerelic, to feel theraw cruelty of war firsthand,andto reflecton peaceandhumanvaluesthroughcivic educatiorand
historical retrospectionin the 21st century,an era where humanity universally understand$iow to useruins to warn the
future, this vanishedfoundationstandsasan unfillable black holein HongK o n dniét@icalmemory

Cognitio SapiendNgensis
July 29, 2026
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A Historical Interrogation of Two Cities: Why Did Nanjing PreservelLiji Lane,
While Hong Kong Lost the Chureito

Though serving as identical, ironclad historical evidenceof Japaneseggressiorand the trampling of humanrights and
sovereigntythe former comfort stationsite in Nanjing and the wartime ruins in Hong Kong have met with diametrically
opposedates Besetby the dual pressure®f capitalandshifting societalperspectivesthe Liji Lane Comfort StationSitein

Nanjing was ultimately savedthrougha joint effort of civil society,scholarsandthe governmentbecominga nationatlevel

memorialsite of the War of ResistanceConverselythe foundationof the Chureitoon Mount Camerod thelargestandmost
symbolicallysignificantlandmarkof the Japaneseccupation("threeyearsandeightmonths")in HongKongd wasviolently
uprootedandutterly obliteratedunderthe colossalwheelsof commercialredevelopment

The stark contrastbetweenthis single successnd failure is morethanjust a technicaldisparityin heritageconservationit
representsa profound contrastbetweenthe two cities regardingtheir political ecosystemseconomiclogic, and the rift
betweenpatrioticrhetoricandactualpractice

I. Nanjingvs. HongKong: A ComparativeAnalysisof ThreeCoreDimensions

The "survival" of Liji Laneversusthe "death"of the Chureitofoundationreflectsa vastchasmbetweenthe two regionsin
termsof historicalpositioning,conservatiormechanismsandcivic engagement

1. Divergencein Historical Positioning NationalCollective Traumavs. The Marginalized"ThreeYearsandEight Months™"

The Core of Nanjing'sHistorical Outlook In Nanijing, the 1937 Nanjing Massacreand Japanesavartime sexualviolence
representin untouchablecollective traumaand historicalred line for the city andthe entire Chinesenation PreservingLiji
Lane possessean unshakeableabsolutepolitical righteousnessAny real estatedeveloperattemptingto demolishthe site
would be viewedby public opinionasstandingagainstnationalrighteousnessncurring immensepolitical risks.

Hong Kong'sMarginalizedMemory: In contrast,Hong Kong's historicaldiscoursehaslong leanedtowardits identity asan
"internationalcommercialport since its founding” Although the "three yearsand eight months" period was brutal, it is
frequentlytreatedin official and mainstreamhistorical narrativesasa "brief interlude” ratherthanthe bedrockof the city's
identity. As a pieceof "NegativeHeritage,"the Chureito'smplicit valueasa historicalwarningis deemedy the Hong Kong
governmentanddeveloperdo befar inferior to the multi-billion dollar economicrevenuethe plot cangenerate

2. Divergencein ConservatiorMechanismsActive Interventionof StateWill vs. CommerceFirst PassiveAdministration

Nanjing'sPolitical Institutionalization When Liji Lane facedcrisessuchasdemolition and fires, local scholarswithstood
immensepressurdo trigger a waveof public awarenessSubsequentlydelegate®f the "Two Sessions(NPC& CPPCC)of
JiangsuProvinceand Nanjing City intensivelysubmittedproposalsglevatingthe issueto the heightof nationalsecurityand
internationaldiplomacy This compelledthe local governmentto prioritize political imperatives,sacrificing commercial
interestgo constructhe memorialmuseum

HongKong's"Proceduralustice"Greenlight Hong Kong'sAntiquitiesandMonumentsOffice (AMO) haslong adheredo a
marketdriven, technocraticmindset Under the current Antiquities and MonumentsOrdinance,authoritiesare extremely
reluctantto declareprivate propertiesas monuments,as doing so implies paying exorbitantfinancial compensatioror
executinga "land exchange'with propertytycoons Consequentlyofficials adopteda strategyof decoupling confiscating
the swordsand tabletsto fulfill formal accountabilitywhile debasingthe core "foundationsite" as ordinary stoneslacking
independentalue,technicallygreenlightingthe developer'projectthroughadministrativeprocedures

3. Divergencein Civic andMediaEngagementA Decadeof PublicResistance's. The Helplessnessf Compresse&pace
Nanjing'sCivil ResistanceThe preservatiorof Liji Lane wasinseparabldrom over a decadeof unyielding fieldwork by

scholarslike Jing Shenghongcoupledwith continuousinvestigativereportingby local media Broad public participation
forgeda powerful force of civic oversight
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The ConservationFaultline in Hong Kong: In recentyears, Hong Kong's social environmenthas undergonea drastic
transformationseverelycompressinghe spacefor traditional civil conservatiorgroups,independenmedia,and academic
discourse When the Chureitofoundationwas covertly excavatedand swiftly demolishedcivil societylackeda powerful

public opinion platformto coordinatecrosssectoractions The public only learnedthe truth whenthe engineeringvork was

nearlycompletedcausingthis battlefor historyto endin a silentand”passivefailure.”

II. Debunkingthe Rhetoric The CollectiveDerelictionof Duty by Hong Kong's"Patriotic Groups"andMerchants

Recently,Hong Kong's political ecosystenhasexperienced fundamentakhift. Whetherfor real estatetycoonsor various
political partiesand social organizations,old and new alike, "patriotism” has becomethe most central political slogan
However,whenthe Chureitofoundatior® the largesthistoricalremnantof the Japaneseccupationperiodin Hong Kongd
facedtotal annihilation,the collective silenceof thesegroupsexposed deeplyhypocritical,"sloganstyle patriotism"

1. The ShrewdCalculationsof DevelopersPatriotismasa BusinessHistory Giving Way to ExtravaganProfits

Hong Kong developersare always quick to fall in line with political rhetoric, frequently making donationsor organizing
various celebratoryevents Yet, when confrontedwith this premium, ultra-expensiveplot for luxury housingatop Mount
Cameron(BowenHill), commercialinstinctsinstantly overrodehistorical sentiment To utilize the plot ratio to its absolute
limit, constructhigh-endvillas yielding billions or tensof billions in profit, and excavatemulti-story undergroundyarages,
they unhesitatinglychoseto erasethis physicalironclad proof of JapaneseggressionFor them, real historical artifacts
obstructfortunemaking, whereassloganstyle patriotismguaranteegolitical safety the choicewasglaringly obvious

2. The Collective Silenceof Political Groups Watchingthe Wind from Above, Blind to Historical Justice

Hong Kong'sexistingpro-establishmenpolitical partiesand variouspatriotic associationsoutinely exhibit greatenthusiasm
for hosting "War of ResistanceCommemorative Exhibitions" or historical lectures However, when the Chureito

foundatior® the only, largest,andmostviable living textbookfor patriotic andhistoricaleducatiorwithin Hong Kongd was

on the brink of destruction,not a single mainstreampolitical group steppedforward to file an urgent questionin the

LegislativeCouncil Not a singleassociatiorprotestecht the constructiorsite,andno onepressuredhe developetto preserve
thefoundation This exposegheir "patriotism" ashighly selectiveandutilitariand aslong asit doesnottouchtheinterestsof

massiveconglomeratesr defy the government'granddirectionfor commercialurbanrenewal,they chooseto turn a blind

eye and remaindeaf This postureof "all talk and no action" is preciselywhat drove this historic monumentinto total

extinction

lIl. The VanishedFoundation What HasHong Kong Lost?

The utterdestructiorof the Chureitofoundationon Mount Camerorhasleft anirremediablehistoricalregret This foundation
wasfar morethana few blocksof granite it wasa silenttombstonefor the military andcivilians who perishedn the Battle
of Hong Kong in Decemberl941, the ultimate spatialsymbol of the brutal colonial rule during the "three yearsand eight
months,"anda powerful physicaltestamento the intertwineddestiniesof modernHong Kong andthe nation While Nanjing
preservedhe weepinggray brick walls of Liji Lane right behindits bustling commercialdistricts to manifestpeaceand
justiceto the world, Hong Kong choseto eternallybury its mostcrucial historicalwarningbeneaththe foundationsof luxury
peakmansions

This jarring contrastbetweenNanjing and Hong Kong undoubtedlydeliversa profoundly heavyandironic history lessonto

presentday Hong Kong: whena city cancasuallyerasdts mostmonumentahistoricalscarsfor commercialprofit, andwhen
"patriotism" is reducedto a mutually beneficial political sloganfor merchantsand politicians, the city is singlehandedly
hollowing out its own cultural roots and collective memory The disappearancef the Chureito foundationstandsas an

absoluteagonizing,andmonumentafailure in the history of Hong Kong'sheritageconservation
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A Century-Defining Question for Historical Heritage: Memory and
Oblivion in a Commercial Society Through the Lenses of
Auschwitz, Liji Lane, and Hong Kong's Chureito
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A Century-Defining Question for Historical Heritage: Memory and Oblivion in a
Commercial Society Through the Lensesof Auschwitz, Liji Lane, and Hong Kong's
Chureito

Historical sitesserveassilenttextbooksandliving educationatoolsto preventfuture warsandatrocitiesfrom repeating The
GermanphilosopherKarl Jaspersonce conceptual ed reflectionson "guilt" (Die Schuldfragg pointing out that posterity
preservessites of crime not to perpetuatehatred,but to engagein profound moral and historical introspection However,
when we turn our gazeto three global locations that bear the weight of extreme World War Il atrocities and state
aggressiod the AuschwitzConcentratiorCampin Poland,the Liji Lane Comfort StationSitein Nanjing, andthe Chureito
foundationon Mount Cameronin Hong Kongd we discoverthey havemet vastly differentdestiniesn modernsociety The
survival or destructionof thesethreecoordinategpreciselymapsout a brutal spectrumstretchingfrom "all-humanhistorical
selfreflection" to "extremecommercializedblivion."

I. The Spectrumof ThreeGreatHistorical Sites From Beaconf Civilization to Luxury Home FoundationdVhile all three
sites standas ironclad evidenceof humanrights violations and aggressiorperpetratedoy the Japaneseand Nazi German
militaries, their positioningandultimatefatesin contemporarysocietypresenta jarring contrast [The PreservatiorSpectrum
of WWII Negative Heritage] Auschwitz ConcentrationCamp (Poland) All-Human Reflection/ World Heritage Site Liji
Lane Comfort Station Site (Mainland China) NationatLevel Historical Justice/ Unyielding Civil ResistancéHong Kong
ChureitoFoundation(Hong Kong, China} CommerceFirst / Utterly Obliteratedfor Multi-Billion Dollar Luxury Mansions

1. AuschwitzConcentratiorCampin Poland A Civilizational WarningLight for All HumanityAs the "deathfactory" where
Nazi Germanyslaughteredver 1.1 million people,Auschwitz was legally protectedby the Polish governmentas a state
museumshortly after the war (1947 and wasinscribedonto the UNESCOWorld HeritageList in 1979 Preservatiorand
Introspection Here, the gaschambersthe hair of the victims, and piles of discardedshoeshavebeenpreservedexactly as
they were found Successivesermanleadershaveknelt, apologized,and reflectedat this site. It transcendgjeopoliticsto
becomethe supremespiritual landmarkfor humanityin defendinghumanrights andrejectingtotalitarianismandwar. Here,
historicaldignity andselfreflectionreign supremeaboveall economicdevelopment

2.NanjingLiji LaneComfortWomenAsylum:

The Interweavingof NationalJusticeandGrassroot®efense No. 2 Liji Laneis thelargestsurvivingcomfortwomenasylum
in Asia, andthe only one personallyidentified by a survivor, Park Youngsim, asa institutionalizedmilitary sexualslavery
controlcentermanagedy the Japanesarmy. A Victory AgainstCapital This siteis alsolocatedin the mostprosperougore

commercialdistrict of Nanjing and hasrepeatedlyfacedthreatsof demolition from developersexcavatorsand mysterious
fires. However,Nanjing citizens,scholars,and lawmakersunleashed tsunamiof public opinion, fighting capitalwith "the

tearsof living evidence,'which ultimately promptedthe interventionof the nationalwill .

The governmenthoseto establishan exhibition hall, willingly forfeiting billions in land salesrevenueto transformit into a
"NationalLevel Anti-Japanes&Var Heritage Site" for reflecting on wartime atrocitiesand safeguardingvomen'sdignity.
The Foundatiorof the Loyalty Tower on Mount CameronHongKong:

A HeritageThoroughlySwallowedby CommercialProfits In starkcontrastto the preservatiorof the previoustwo sites,the
foundationof the Loyalty Tower on Mount Camero® the largestand mostsymbolic Imperial Japaneseolonial landmark
during the Japaneseccupationof Hong Kong (threeyearsandeight monthsp wasuprootedandcompletelyleveledduring
a luxury residentialredevelopmenproject from 2025 to 2026 The Split of "Keeping the Treasure,Scrapingthe Site™
Officials anddeveloperaitilized technicalpackagingo salvagethe "military swordsandstonetablets"found underground,
while downgradingthe core "foundation heritage"to valueless,ordinary stones To allow the peak luxury mansionsto
"maximize the plot ratio" and to excavatemulti-level undergroundgaragesor maximizing tensof billions in commercial
profits, this sole spatialevidenceof the Japaneseccupationin Hong Kong vanishednto thin air underadministrativegreen
lights.
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II. Why Has"History Always BeenUnimportantto CommercialSociety"in HongKong

The complete failure to preservethe Hong Kong Loyalty Tower foundation nakedly exposesthe indifference and
utilitarianismof a hypercommercializedsocietytoward historicalmemory "EconomicRationality” Under Land Fetishism
In thedeeplyrootedsocialsubconsciousf Hong Kong, "land" is not a vesseffor collectivememory,but a financialassefor
calculatingreturn on investment History Yields to Money: In the prime location of the Peak,preservingan oppressive
foundationof a Japanesailitary loyalty toweris viewedin commerciallogic asa "negativeasset'and"unlucky."

Whenweighinga "hiddenliving textbookof war" against'billions or tensof billions in luxury residentialtax revenuesand
profits," developersandtechnocrat@lwaystilt the scaletowardthe latter without suspenseThis "economicrationality” that
commodifieseverythingis the ultimatedriver behindthe erasureof history.

The ChasmBetweenSloganStyle Patriotismand Actual Action: In recentyears,Hong Kong'spolitical and busines<ircles
haveenthusiasticallyused"patriotism" astheir core political slogan,frequentlyhostingvariousformalistic commemaorative
exhibitionsof the Anti-Japanes&/ar. However,whenconfrontingthe Loyalty Towe© the mostgrandandconcretephysical
warning of that erad developerstore it down for profit, while political groups brandingthemselvesas patriotic stayed
collectively silent, with not a single individual taking real actionin the Legislative Council or at the constructionsite to
protectthe foundation

An Empty Symbot This provesthatin a commercialsociety,"patriotism"and"history" are oftenreducedo emptysymbols
usedto trade for political safety Once the core economicinterestsof major conglomeratesare touched,real historical
footprintscanbe clearedawayas"waste"atany moment

Ill. Lacking Living TextbooksWhatHasHong Kong Lost?

Polandkept Auschwitz, allowing the world to stayvigilant againstthe banality of evil; Nanjing keptLiji Lane,allowingthe
world to remembertthe trampling of humannatureby war, Hong Kong, however,choseto permanentlybury its historical
scarsbeneattthe luxurious neonlights of the Peak The disappearancef this living historicaltextbookmeansHong Kong
haslost its mostpowerful,directspatialrefutationregardingthat periodof "threeyearsandeightmonths" Whenthe physical
foundationno longer exists,future generationsan only "imagine" the war throughthe glassdisplay casesof museumsand
the cold wordsof textbooks

This decontextualizatiomf history easilyleadsto the fading of collective memoryandthe detachmenbf emotion This is
undoubtedlya massivetragedyfor modernHong Kong society a commercialsocietythat worshipsnothingbut plot ratios
and luxury housingprofits, and willingly erasests own heaviesthistoricalmemorieswill ultimately marchtoward cultural
andspiritualhollowizationamidsta bustlingjungle of reinforcedconcrete

Thedisappearancef the Loyalty Towerfoundationwill serveasatextbookstainof commercialcapitaloverridinghistorical
justice,foreverrecordedn the history of Hong Kong'sdevelopment
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Greenlight to Erase History: The Destruction of the "Chureito”
Foundation on Mount Cameron Exposes the Institutional Bias in
Hong Kong's Heritage Conservation
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Greenlight to Erase History: The Destruction of the "Chureito” Foundation on
Mount Cameron Exposes the Institutional Bias in Hong Kong's Heritage
Conservation

Between2024 and 2026 a redevelopmenprojectatop BowenHill (alsoknown as Mount Cameron)on Hong Kong Island
sparkedprofoundregretamonghistoriansandconservationists

Following the demolition of the historic "CameronMansions,"the remainsof the Japanesenilitary's "Chureito" (Memorial
TowerY buried beneath the building's foundation for over 80 year® were completely obliterated through the
"collaboration"betweerthe developeandthe AntiquitiesandMonumentsOffice (AMO). Onthesurfacethis appearedo be
a routine urbanrenewaldriven by a lack of "sufficient heritagevalue" However,a deeperanalysisof the underlyingplot
ratio trapsandcommercialogic revealsthattotal excavationvasby no meansatechnicalnecessitylnsteadjt wasa shrewd
calculationby the developerto utilize the plot ratio to its absolutelimit and maximize profits, while the official heritage
rating essentiallygreenlita multi-billion dollar developmenblueprint

|.The Calculationof Plot Ratia: Why Must the DeveloperDemolishthe Foundation?

A commonpublic misconceptionis that since CameronMansionshasalreadybeendemolishedthe developercould simply
erect new buildings on the existing land Why root out even the granite Chureito foundation, which is buried deep
undergroundwithout affecting the surfacelandscape his involves the core rules of Hong Kong'sreal estategame Plot
RatioandSite Coverage

1.The Old FoundatiorLimits the "Maximized Layout" of the New Building

The baseof the Japanesanilitary's Chureito was immenselymassive featuringa solid structurebuilt from heavygranite
blocks

WastedSpace If this giant stonebasewere preservedthe newb u i | dundergréusdparking, utility piles, and lobby
supportpointswould all haveto accommodat¢his 80-yearold, castletowerlike historicalstructure

BasemenDesignVariables In the premiumhilltop luxury residentialmarket, the ability to build multi-story underground
garagesprivate wine cellars,or exclusive clubhousedlirectly dictatesthe final property price. Preservingthe foundation
meansthe developercannotexcavatedownward, effectively forfeiting vastamountsof “invisible area"that are excluded
from plot ratio calculationsbut significantly boostpropertyvalue

2. Profit Maximizationvia Plot Ratio Transferand Re-planning

After the CameronMansionssite changechandsthe newdevelopemwasboundto squeezeverysingledrop out of the plot's
statutoryplot ratio.

Structural Safety and Redevelopment.oans Utilizing an old foundationto build a new tower imposesextremely high
thresholdgor structuralapprovalfrom the Buildings Departmentandfor securingredevelopmenioansfrom banks

The Commercial Logic of Starting Anew. To build ultra-modern, floor-to-ceiling glass hilltop mansionsaligned with
contemporantycoonaestheticsthe developerequireda "blank slate"

Only by completelydemolishingandleveling the Chureitobasecanthe site layout be perfectlyre-plannedto constructthe
maximumnumberof villas with the mostexpansiveviews, yielding returnsin the billions or tensof billions of dollars

II. The"PerfectCollaboration"BetweenOfficials and Merchants DebasingHistorical Heritageas "Devoid of Conservation
Value"

Behindthis multi-billion dollar developmenttherole of the AMO& supposedlyhe gatekeepeof historyd hasbeenheavily
guestioned
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Public opinion points out that under the guise of "proceduraljustice," authorities have effectively dismissedthe only
landmarkof Japaneseolonial rule in Hong Kong as having no heritagevalue, evenusing the "incomplete nature of the
foundationstructure“asa pretext However,whetherit lacksvalue doesnot requireexpertjudgment any Hong Kong citizen
with a basiccivic educationis fully capableof makingthatassessment

1.The2025"ToothpasteSqueezing'Archaeology A Ritualistic Compromise

In early 2025 licensedarcheologist®xcavatinghe foundationat the CameronMansionsconstructiorsite discoveredmetal
military swords,stonetablets,andother Gochinmotsy(ritual offeringsto appease¢he earth)buriedby Rensukdsogaiduring
the Japaneseccupation

The unearthingof thesemilitary swordsshouldhavebeena monumentahistoricaldiscoverythatstunnedall of Hong Kong,
servingasconclusiveevidenceof the foundation'smmensehistoricalandarcheologicavalue However,the Antiquitiesand
MonumentsOffice (AMO) andthe developeradopteda strategyof "retrieving the treasuresvhile abandoninghe site":

DecouplingArtifacts from the Site: Officials swiftly confiscatedhe swordsandstonetablets,subsequentlyleclaringto the
public that"artifactsof valuehavebeenproperlypreserved

Depreciatingthe Base'sValue The remainingmassivegranite basewas categorizedas "merely fragmentsof concreteand
stoneblocks," "lacking independentarchitecturalaesthetics,'and "devoid of value for in-situ preservatiori Throughthis
decontextualizedhterpretationa completehistoricalsite wasdismantlednto "a few artifacts"and"a pile of rubble"

2. The Tacit Agreementof "No Grading" A TechnicalGreenlightvia Administrative MeansUnder Hong Kong's current
heritage conservationframework, only structuresdesignatedas "Declared Monuments" enjoy absoluteimmunity from
demolition CameronMansionsitself did not fall into this category,and the undergroundChureito foundation was
consistentlygiventhe cold shoulderduringthe gradingevaluationprocess

If the AMO wereto classify the foundationas a historic building, the developercould legally demandexorbitantfinancial
compensatioror a "land exchange,'which would heavily burdenthe government'dinances Consequentlythe authorities
choseto technicallyrule thatits "conservatiornvalue wasinsufficient” Following this, the Hong Kong governmentogically
issuedan approvalin May 2026 allowing the foundationto be completelydemolishedand leveled This administrative
procedureobjectivelyclearedall legal obstaclesgiving the developer'grojecta flawlessgreenlight

IIl. The Historical CostBeneathProfits. Erasing’NegativeHeritage"

Historians frequently invoke the conceptof "Negative Heritage'd structuresthat documentaggressionhumiliation, and
atrocities The conservatiorvalue of suchheritagelies not in its "aestheticappeal,”but in its capacityto serveasa "grim
reminder”

The foundationof the Chureito on Mount Cameronin Hong Kong stood as the most direct spatialironclad proof of the
occupationandthe fall of Hong Kong during the "threeyearsandeight months"underJapaneseule. Driven by commercial
interests,the developed seekingimmenseprofits from luxury real estaté naturally could not toleratean "unlucky" and
planningobstructive Japanesenmilitary relic remaining on the site Meanwhile, the regulatory authorities, aiming to

accommodateirbandevelopmentand avoid conflicts of interestwith the businesssector,optedfor the easiestpath non

intervention

The ultimate consequencef this tacit collaborationbetweenofficials and businesss that history hasbeenlocked inside
museumglassdisplay cases(the swordsand stonetablets),whereasthe physicalsite (the foundationp which carriedthis
pieceof history and could haveservedas a landmarkfor collective memoryand patriotic educatiod hasvanishedforever
beneaththe foundationsof luxury peak mansions The defeatin this "Battle for Mount Cameron'sHistory" once again
exposeshe weaknessand compromiseof Hong Kong's heritageconservationsystemwhen confrontedwith massivereal
estateeconomicinterests
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1945 . = =

Following theliberationof HongKongin 1945 RearAdmiral Cecil Harcourtandseniormilitary officials took a groupphoto
atthefoot of the Governor'sHousestaircaselt canbe observedhatthe"ThreeLines" designat the centerof the staircasds
identicalto thatof the Chureito,bothcarrying Japaneseultural symbolism
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1945

The Chureitoin 1945 (ColorizedPhotol)
1945 t and A

L
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1945

The Chureitoin 1945 (ColorizedPhoto2)

1945 L and 2
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A stonemasouwraftingthe giantChinesecharacter’ " (Tower)for the Chureita The charactewasassembledrom
overtenmassivesquarestoneblocksbeforethe grandtowerinscriptionwascarved
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1945
The Chureitoin 1945 (ColorizedPhoto3)

1945 t . and
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1947

Photoof the Chureitobeingdemolishedn 1947 (ColorizedPhoto)

1947 h [ - aund
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Fragment®f the Chureitodiscoveredn the junglesof Mount Camerornon Hong Kong Island,servingasa witnessto the
historicaleventeighty yearsagowhenthe half-built tower structurewasblown up.
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Historical Background and the Burying of the "Go -Shizumono" (Ritual Implements)

On December8, 1942 the Japanesarmy held a "Ji-chinsai" (groundbreakingceremony)for the "Chureito” (Loyalty
Memorial Tower) atop Bowen Hill on Hong Kong Island The military sword servedas a grandsymbol the Japanese
authoritiescommissioned masterswordsmithto forgeit specificallyfor this purpose Japanes&overnorisogaiRensuke
and other high-ranking officials personallyburiedthe sword,alongwith stonetabletsand woodenartifacts,beneaththe
tower'sfoundation Acting asthe "Go-Shizumono'(objectsto pacify the land andtower), they symbolizedthe continuous
victoriesof the Imperial Army andits colonial absoluterule over Hong Kong.

The RumorandDisappearancef the Loyalty Memorial Tower'sSacredmplements

After World War 11, the Loyalty Memorial Tower wasdemolishedvia explosivesby the British Hong Kong Government
in 1947 andthe original site waslater redevelopednto the luxury residentiaicomplex,CameronMansions For decades,
thelocationof the military swordremainedunknown,deterioratingnto an urbanlegendrumoredto be hiddenalongside
treasure®r classifieddocumentsTheturning point for its archaeologicalinearthingarrivedin 2025 CameronMansions
commencedlemolition and redevelopmenin 2024 During archaeologicamonitoring at the constructionsite in early

2025 researchershippedthroughthe remaininggranitefoundationof the Loyalty Memorial Tower, finally discovering
the metallic sword, stonetablets,andwoodenfragmentsenclosedwithin a stonebox.

In 2025 the Antiquities and MonumentsOffice confirmedthis discovery,with expertssteppingin to conductrestoration
andresearcton therelics Subsequentlyin May 2026 the Hong Kong Governmenissueda consentagreementieading
to the completedemolition and leveling of the last remainingfoundationof the Loyalty Memorial Tower. The entire
conservationprocessendedinstantly beforeit could evenbegin or be debated The discoveryof this "soul-pacifying
sword" brought no genuine pleasantsurprise instead,it merely allowed certain partiesto "check a box" for their
assignmentsThe historical mysterywas solved, and so arrived the perfectmomentto completelyerasethe historical
relic. This regretis now irreversible yetit leavesroomfor profoundreflection Tragically, the placewherewe mustlook
for thisreflectionlies far awayfrom HongKongd 1,179kilometersaway,in the former capitalof the Republicof China,
atthe NanjingLiji Lane Comfort WomenAsylum Old Site,wherethe true answersawait
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Alleyway of Frozen Tears: The Complete History of the Former
Nanjing Liji Lane Comfort Women Asylum Site
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Imageof the Comfort WomenAsylum Site Museumat Lijiang Lane,Nanjing (1)
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Imageof the Comfort WomenAsylum Site Museumat Lijiang Lane,Nanjing (2)
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At the mainsite of the Lijiang Lane ComfortWomenAsylum Museumin Nanjing,a bronzestatuestandsn memoryof
the female victims. The statuedepicts endlessweepingand profound sorrow, condemningthe Japanesenilitary's
coercivemethodghatforcedvirtuouswomeninto prostitution,plungingtheminto boundlessuffering
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